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ADVERTISEMENT. 


IN drawing up the following Analyſis, the 
Editor had no other object in view, than to 
obtain a more general diſcuſſion of this moſt 
important of all queſtions—/s Chriſtianity 
true? For the event of the inquiry he is un- 
der no apprehenſion-—The extenſive and ac- 
curate view which Dr. PALEY has taken of 
its evidences, merits the applauſe of every 
friend to revelation, and, it is hoped, will 
be the means of exciting that degree of at- 
tention, among the friends to freedom of in- 
quiry, which the ſubje& ſeems to demand. 


JEREMIAH JOYCE. 


Chevening, Kent, July, 1797. 


Tiny LI. 


PREPAL RATORY consmraATions 


ered? 85 7 a 2 a 179 


3 - 15 © 81 


Wren attempting ro prove W mo firy « of a 
Fevelation, it may be obſerved, that in judging of 
Chriſtlanity, the queſtion jon lies between this religion, 
and none: for if Chriſt ſtianity be not credible, no one, | 
with whom we have to do, will ſupport the pretenſions 
of any other. Suppoſe, Mo there be Kreator; who, 
in His Works, has confülted the happineſs of his EE 
five creation ;——ſuppole” a part of his creation to haye 
received from their maker faculties capable of rendering 
2 moral obedience to his will ;—ſuppoſe the Creator i in 
tends for theſe rational agents a ſecond ſtate of exiltence, 


1 which aye ol ſituation * be rere by weer. beha- 
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ducive to the napping of the ſpecies ; under theſe cirs 
cumſlances is it impoſſible that a revelation ſhould be 
made to acquaint them with it? P: > 
A revelation cannot be made, but by miracles; conſe; 
quetitly | in whatever "degree i it is probable, that a reve · 
lation ſhould be made, in the fame deres it is $ probable 
miracles ſhould be wrought. "Pp; 3. 2 8 
The attributes of the Deity, or the exiſtence of a 
future ſtate, a arg not aſſumed, in order t to prove "his 
reality of miracles, That reality muſt be proved by 
HE: B a erde ner 


* 


2M | 


U 


OO ——— UP * 
— 0 1 ; _ 


L 8 |] | 
evidence, We aſſert only, that in miracles adduced to 
| of re , there is not any fuch antece- 


dent improbability as no teſtimony can ſurmount. In 
maintaining which, we contend, that the incredibility 
of miracles i. is not greater, chan (t that a future ſtate of 
exiſtence ſhould be deſtined, by God, for the human 
race: and, (2.) that, being ſo deſtined, he ſhould ac- 

gyaint them with it. The proof of theſe propoſitions is 
not neceſlary ; it is ſufficient that they are not ſo vio- 


lently improbable, ſo contradictory to the divine power, 


and character, that either the propolitions themſelves, 
or the facts connected with them, ought to be rejected at 
firſt ſight, To this lengch does a modern objection. to 
miracles. go, viz. « that no human teftimony can in any 
caſe, render them credible, becauſe | it ts contrary. to 
experjence. that a miracle ſhould be true, but not con- 
trary to experience that teſtimony ſhould be falſe. 
Strictly ſpeaking, the narrative of a fact is then only eon - 
trary to experience, when the fact i is related to haye ex- 
iſted at a time and place ; ö at which time and place we, 
being preſent, did not perceive it to exiſt. The improba- 
bility ariſing from the want of experience, i is only equal 
tothe probability, that, if the thing were true, ſuch things 
would be generally experienced. Admitting chat mi- 
racles were wrought upon the firſt promulgation of 
Chriſtianity, it is not certain, or a probability approach-, 
ing to ehrminty, that ſuch miracles would become ob- 
jects of f general experience. The force of experience, 
ſuppoſes the courſe of nature invariable; or its varia- 
tions , 
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tions general : but the cburſe of nature, may be called 
the agency of an intelligent Being; and then it is not 
unreaſonable to expect that ſuch a Being wah, upon 002 
cafions of peculiar importance, interrupt the "order 
which he had appointed, yet; that fuch occafiors ſhob1d 
ſeldom return, and conſequently be confined to the ex- 
perience of a few. P. 4—10, 

It has been ſaid, that miracles are effects without 
cauſcs ; as if the cure of the palſy were aſcribed to the 
touch; z Or of blindneſs to the clay. . Theſe are merely 
ſigns, to connect the miracle with. its\end. , The effect 
we aſcribe ſimply to the volition of the Deity, of whols 
exiſtence, and power we have Fraue Op ip. en 
dent proof. P. 10% 11. 3 19 7 7 8 

According to Mr. Hume, vhs queſtion is, ; whether: it 
be more improbable that the miracle ſhould be true, or, 
the e faiſe ? Upon this ſtate of the controverſy, 
fuppoſe twelve men, whoſe probity and 8000 fenſe 1 had 
| long known, ſhould ſeriouſly and circumſtantially re: 
late, an account of a miracle, wroughtybefore their Eyes; 
and in which it was impollible-for them to be aun; 
that rather than acknowiedye' that there exiſted auh imm. 
poſture in the caſe, they ſhould ſuffer themſelves, when | 
examined ſeparately, to be racked, burnt, or ſtrangled, 

and that I my ſelf was witneſs to the ſtory and ſufferings} 
5 by Mr. Hume's rule J am not to believe them. Now 1 
undertake to fy, no man would diſbelieve them. 
P. 1115. e e c hated 1214 


B 2 | PART 


P ART 2 J. 


OF THE DIRECT HISTORICAL EVIDENCE or 
| CHRISTIANITY, AND WHEREIN Ir 18 DIS- 
' TINGUISHED, FROM, THE EVIDENCE AL. 


| LEDGED FOR OTHER MABACLES. 


— * 1 3 * 2 * - E 
* a 0 | a 
N * 3 % " . o * * * * = 
L Y b , "4 . 9 : 


„ 


Proyocrrithy I. There is Tatisfaftory evidence 
that many, profeſſmg to be the original witneſſes of the” 
Chriſtian miracles, | paſſed their lives in labour, dau- 
gers, and ſufferings, voluntarily undergone in atteſtation 
of the accounts which they delivered, and ſulely in conſe+, 
quence of their belief of thoſe accounts ; and that they 
alſs ſubmitted, from the Oy ant pes þ to new v Fae 1 6 
conduct. 5. 10% N Sent t n . o 
EN 

"To en this propoſition two points muſt Wie 3 
out: firſt, that the founder of the inſtitution, his aſſoci- 
ates, and immediate. followers, ated the part Which the 
propoſition imputes to them: ſeconaly, that they did ſo, | 
in atteſtation of the miraculous hiſtory recorded in our 
ſcriptures, and ſolely in conſequence of their beliet of 
the truth of thjs hiſtory. But previous to our pro- 
ducing any particular teſtimony to theſe aſſertions, we 
obſerve, that the fact of the exertions and voluntary 
ſufferings of the firſt Chriſtians, is probable from the 
nature of the caſe. P. 19. 

I. The Chriſtian religion exiſts, and was eſtabliſhed, 
It is, therefore, probable, that its author and his diſci- 
ples exerted themſelves in Rar and propagating 

this 
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this religion in the Lent of which, they, like 
other miſſionaries of a new faith, mult have devot 
themſelves to conſtant and laborious preaching, and 
ſubmitted to a ſequeſtration from the pleaſures of the 
world. In theſe undertakings, per ſons are not likely ta 

engage, or, however, to per in chem, from any 1 
motive than conviction; P. 20. Yo 

II. It is probable, that the propagation of Chriſhaniry 
was attended with difficulty and danger. * 2 

1. As addreſſed to the Jews ; it coiitradicted the popn⸗ 
lar expectation concerning the Meſſiah, and their preju- 
dices reſpecting other nations: inſtead of exalting their 
nation above the reſt of the world, Chriſtianity was in- 
tended to advance thoſe, whom Ft: deſpiſed, to an e- | 
quality with themſelves —The Jewiſh religion laid p great 
ſtreſs on ceremonies; the Chriſtian Jcheme preſer bed 
in their ſtead, moral centage and inward purity :=the. 
Jews had crucified Chriſt, which the preachers of his 
religion would fepreſent as a cruel 85807 they would | 
alfo raile jealouſy in the Roman Government, by dvoxr- 
ing an unqualified obedience to, a new s maller, whom. 
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prielhood a ke of F münitpef adthority, and \y we re 
under a foreign government  conſtangly lurrounded with 
enemies. P. 22-28. | 
2. From the Heathen, the preachers of cure * 
had but little favour to expect. For, (1.) The Chriſ- 
tian religion was exclaſtve; it denied the truth cf 
every article of the heathen mythology ; if it prevailed, 
it muſt be by the overthrow of all their ſtatues ane! 
temples; it pronounced all their gods fa//e, and then: 
worſhip vain. (2.) The firſt Chriſtians did not merely? 
propole their doubts, or diſbelief ; but they collected pro- 
ſely tes, formed ſocieties among the common people, and. 
enjoined their followers to withdraw from the public: 
worſhip 
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worſhip of their country. (3.) This pode would 
ſubject them to the danger of private enmity, even where 
no public perſecution was denounced by the ſtate; nor 
would they find protection, in that general diſbelief of 
the popular theology, which is, then, ſuppoled to have 
prevailed ; ſince, unbelievers are not uſually tolerant; 
of which, we have examples in Pliny and Trajan. Be- 
ſides, religion was conſidered as an affair of the ſtate;— 

it had the veneration of long eſtabliſhment z—it was 
ſplendid and gaudy ;—and upon the eſtabliſhment of i its 
rites, the proſperity of the country was ſuppoled to de- 
pend. Neither could the Chriitian miſſionaries expect 
protection or impunity from the People, who conſidered 
all religions as equally true nor from the philoſopher, | 
who conſidered them all as equally falſe nor from; 
the magiſtrate, who held them all to be equally uſeſul. 
P. 28—36. 

3. The firſt ebe muſt, in conſequence of their 
new profeſſion, have themſelves conformed to the in- 
ſtitution they preached to others. T his mult have made 
an eſſential change in their habit of life, which is very 
difficult to effect. Men are brought, almoſt, to any 


thing, ſooner chan to change their habit ot life, eſpecially, 


when the change is atterided with any conſiderable de · 
gree of ſelf-denial; Hence, from the nature and exigency 
of the coſe, the truth of the mne may be nr 
P. 40. | 
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| TACITUS, 5 wrote «frond ihe years Fuſed the 28 
of Chriſt, ſpeaking ot the burning of Rome, in the reign 
of Nero, relates, that this emperor, to do away the 
e ſuſpicions enter tained againſt himſelf of having order- 
sed the city to be (et on fire, laid the guilt; and inflicted 
te the moſt cruel puniſhments, upon a ſet of men called 
„ Chriſtians. The founder of that name, was Chriſt, 
« who had been put to death in the reign of Tiberius. 
„He adds, that this ſuperſtition, thus checked for a- 
« while, broke out again and ſpread over Judea, and 
« through Rome, &c.“ The paſlage proves, (1.) that 
the founder of the inſtitution was put to death;=—(2.) 
that, ia the ſame country in which he was put to death, 
his religion, after a ſhort check, broke out again and 
ſpread ;—(3.) that it ſo ſpread, as that, within thirty- 
four years after his death, a great multitude of Chrif- 
tians were found at Rome. Hence, the original teachers 
could not have been idle ; nor could their exertions have 
been without danger. P. 436. Sur rovrus, contem- 
porary with Tacitus, ſays, (the Chriſtians, a ſet of men 
« of new, and miſchievous ſuperſtition, were puniſhed.“ 
JuveNaL probably alludes to theſe executions, Sat. 1. 
v. 134. Theſe things, it is likely, took place in the 
life-time of ſome of the Apoſtles, certainly in the life- 
time of ſome of their converts. If then the founder, and 
the firſt race of converts were put to death, it is hardly 
credible, that his companions could eſcape in fafery, 
P. 47—9- 
The teſtimony of PLiNy relates, (I.) to the great 
number of Chriſtians of both ſexes, and to the progreſs 
TAHY - 


-- + a - ® «4 


9 — 


rr 
— by 


—" 2 


— — 
* 22 


wy Ln * 2 —_ 7%. - 1 


9 


6 1 
of Chriſtianĩty, which extended to ſmall towns, and even 
to the open country, as well as to cities. (2.) To their 
ſufferings in conſequence of anonymous informations 
without ſovereign authority; a clear proof that the pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity was attended with danger. P. 30. 
Px invy's account is confirmed by Apzrin, .who enjoins, 
that for the future, Chriſtians ſhould be legally brought 
to trial, MarTriar's teſtimony proves, that the ſuffer- 
ings of the firſt Chriſtians were voluntary. - ErrcreTus: 
imputes their firmnefs in ſuffering,” to madneſs, or fa- 
ſhion; and M. Aunrrius aſcribes it to obſtinacy, 
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Indireft evidence of the ſufferings of the firſt propagators 


. of Chriſtianity, from the 5 and my ine 
writings. P. 35. GEN 


WE have four hiſtories of Chriſt :=A hiſtory taking 
up the narrative at his death; and a collection of letters 
written by principal agents which atteſt the ſufferings 
of the witneſſes of the hiſtory, directly and indirectly, 
expreſsly and incidentally, by narratives of facts, and by 
arguments and diſcourſes founded upon theſe facts. P. 36. 


I. Theſe books relate that Chriſt was, in conſequence” 
of his undertaking, put to death at Jeruſalem chat his 


religion was, notwithſtanding, ſet forth in the ſame city, 


propagated throughout Judea, and preached in other” 
parts of the Roman Empire. Theſe points are alſo 


fully confirmed by Tacitus. What then could the diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt expect for themſelves, when they ſaw 


their maſter put to death? They could not hope to 
eſcape the dangers, in which he had periſhed. P. 57; 

II. All the hiſtories repreſent Chriſt as foretelling the 
perſecution of his followers. See Mat. xxiv. 9. Mark 
iv. 17. alſo x. 30. Luke xxi. 12—16. alſo xi. 49. John 
xvi. 4. alſo xv. 20. and xvi. 33. Either, then, the Evan- 


geliſts ha ve delivered the words of Chriſt, and the event 


| correſponded with the prediction; or they put the pre- 
diction into his mouth, becauſe, when they wrote their 


hiſtories, the event had actually happened. P. 58—60. 


III. Theſe books abound with exhortations to patience, ' 
and with topics of comfort under diſtreſs. See Rom. 
viii. 35, 37. 2 Cor. iv. 8, 9, 10, 14, 16, 1. James v. 10, 


11. Heb. x. 32—36. 2 Theff. i. 1-3. Rom. v. 3, 4. 
x Pet. iv. 12, 13, 19, Theſe paſſages would be deſtitute 


of meaning, unleſs the times called for qo 2 1 


conſtancy. P. 61—566. 
| cap. 


ba 


4 7 


L. 6 J 


CHAP. IV. 


Direct evidence of the ſufferings of the firſt propugators 
. of Chriſtianity, from. the Scriptures, and _ mie 
writings. P. 69. „d 4 agar 


IHE ſcripture account of the exertions and ſufferings 
of the firſt preachers of Chriftianity (which being mixed 
in the general hiſtory, negatives the ſuppoſition of fraud) 


is detailed. with the utmoſt particularity of names and 


circumſtances. It ſtates that Chrift, during his miniſtry, 
employed himſelf wholly in ſudea and Galilee ;—that 
he was aſſiſted in his labours, by twelve perſons, choſen 
from among his followers, who conſtantly attended upon 
him/until his death, and who were commiſſioned by him 


when his on miniſtry was concluded, to publiſh his 
goſpel, and collect diſciples to it from all countries 


that they began their work at Jeruſalem, and made 
many converts; which alarmed the Jewiſh government, 
and two of the twelve were apprehended and impriſon- 
ed; who, being examined and diſmiſſed, reported what 
had: paſſed to their companions, and przed them of 
the dangers connected with their undertaking ; that 
in a ſhort time after, the twelve were thrown into 
priſon, and being puniſhed, were ſuffered to depart j— 
that they neither -quitted Jeruſalem, nor ceaſed from 


preaching, but only excluded themſelves from the tem- 
poral affairs of the ſociety. P. 66—7:. The people at 


length joined their ſuperiors, and a general perſecution 


commenced with {toning one of the community. This 
perſecution raged with ſo much fury, as to drive moſt 
of the new converts from Jeruſalem ; the twelve, how- 
ever remained in the city, and continued to correſpond 
with, and confirm the labours of thoſe ſcattered abroad. 
Precepts were; now iſſued by the Jews, to perſecute the 3 


Chriſtians i in every place where they had authority ; 
and 


THI 


und one of tlie perſons employed in this buſineſs became 
2 proſelyte to the religion, Which he was atte mpting to 
extirpate. He thus brought upon himſelf the enmity of 
his party, and narrowly eſcaped with his life. P. 724, 

This perſecution, after a ſhort ĩntermiſſion, the cauſe of 
which is not certainly known, was renewed under the 
government of Herod Agrippa, who beheaded one of 
the original Apoſtles; and attempted to put another to 
death, who eſcaped from priſon. The facts are record- 
ed with great particularity, * i without _ propeniity | 
to exaggerate. P. 7328. 

Our hiſtory, leaving the other Apoſlles, danse 
with the memoirs of St. Paul, who, with a companion, 
carried the new religion through the provinces of Leſſer 
Aſia; during this whole journey, their perſons were 
inſulted, and their lives endangered. P. 78-80, Theſe 
two afterwards, owing to a diſpute, ſet out on different 
routs. The hiſtory goes on with St. Paul, whoſe enter- 
priſes were attended with ſimilar dangers. He croſſed 

the Egean Sea, taking with him our hiſtorian, and ar- 
rived at Philippi, where he was whipped and impriſon- 
ed. They then paſſed on to Theſſalonica, where the 
populace were excited againſt them. At Berea the Jews 
excited ſuch commotions among the people, as obliged 
the Apoſtle to eſcape to Athens. He was brought before 
the Roman tribunal, at Corinth, whence he was diſ- 
miſled, through the contempt which the magiſtrate had 
for the controverſies of the Jews, of which he account- 
ed Chriſtianity to be one. The ſucceſs of his miniſtry 
at Epheſus had nearly coſt him his life. He arrived 
again at Corinth, whence he was driven by a conſpi- 
racy back to Philippi. At Jeruſalem th + populace would 
have killed him, had he not been reſcued by an officer 
of the, guard, who afterwards treated him with great 
cruelty. In his way to Rome he encountered the 
perils of ſhipwreck, nevertheleſs, upon his arrival he 
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was not deterred from . preaching © the new religion. 
The hiſtorian, in theſe facts, is ſupported by the teſti- 
mony of. St. Paul's own letters, which correſponds 
with the hiſtory, in many circumſtances, relative both 
. to his own ſufferings, and thoſe of his fellow We. 
P. 80-9. | 
CLEMENT. ſpeaks of the. 83 of peter, paul, 
and many others. Hexnas, PoLYCARP, IGNATI1Us, at- 
teſt the ſame. A circular letter from the church of 
Smyrna, ſoon after the death of Polycarp, deſcribes the 
nature of a perſecution in thoſe days. P. 04. 


CHAP. 


91 
CHAP. V. 
Obſervations on the preceding Evidence. P. 9g. * 


I. THE ſeripture hiſtory, though principally confined 
to one Apoſtle, ſhews the nature of the ſervice. Ihe 
Apoſtle, in his various letters, refers to the ſufferings of 
the others, as well as tqhis own. The former part of 
the hiſtory gives a ſhort ſketch of the ſeizure and impri- 
ſonment of two; afterwards of the ſtoning to death of 
Stephen; and the beheading of John. P. 927. 
II. No credit,” at preſent, is taken for the miraculous 
part of the hiſtory, nor for the correctneſs of /ingle paſ- 
ſages, but only for the general facts. P. 97. 
III. The reality of the Apoſtolic hiſtory, is only aſſign- 
ing adequate cauſes for efte&s produced; and the details 
are perfectly agreeable to what might reaſonably be ex- 
pected from the nature of their undertaking, compared 
with the character of the age and country in which i it 
was carried on. P. 98. | 
IV. Theſe records ſupply evidence to prove, that - 
the primitive followers of Jeſus aſſumed a new, and pe- 
culiar courſe of life; and became eminent for piety, 
purity and benevolence. For, (1.) the injunctions of 
their teachers were very ſtrict, which, if not complete- 
ly obeyed, would produce a difference in their con- 
duct, fee Acts i. 14. alſo ii. 46. and xii. 12. (2.) Their 
new character is perpetually referred to by the letters of 
their teachers. See Eph. ii. 13. Tit. iii. 3. 1 Pet. 
iv. 3, 4. 1 Cor. vi. 2. Rom. vi. 21. (3.) This agrees 
allo with the character afterwards given of the Chriſtians 
. by Pliny. P. 100-104, 
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CHAp. VI. 


That the ſtory, for which the firſt propagators of Chriſti- 
anity ſuffered, was MiRACULOUs. P. 106. 


” 


(1. THE prevalence of the religion; (2.) The acti- 
vity of the founder; (3.) The oppoſition which his 
activity excited; (4.) His fate as atteſted by heathen 
writers; (3. The fame teſtimony to the ſufferings of 
the firſt, Chriſtians; (6.) The founder's predictions of 
the ſufferings of his followers; (7.) Letters written by 
the principal agents, referring to their ſufferings ; (8.) 
A hiſtory, written by a companion of one of the new 
teachers prove, that 'a number of perſons, at that 
time, advanced an extraordinary ſtory; and for the fake 
of propagating it, endured perſecution; and from a per- 
ſuaſion of its truth, entered upon a new courſe of life. 
P. 106—8. They pretended allo to have miraculous 
evidence for this ſtory ; for there could be nothing elſe, 
upon which to reſt their claim to attention. A Galilean 
. peaſant was announced to the world, as a divine law- 
giver. Without ſome proots of his miſſion, the pre- 
tenſion could claim no credit. It could only be ſupport- 
ed by miraculous evidence, without which he could not 
have excited a doubt among the Jews, whether he was 
the Metliah 3 nor could his followers, without an appeal 
to ſuch a token, have had any ground to ſtand upon, in 
attempting to propagate his religion. That the ſtory 
was miraculgus, may alſo be inferred from the 
powers laid claim to by Chriſlians in fucceeding ages. 
P. 100 —12. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 


7 hat it was, in the main, the ſtory andiof we 1 now, 
is proved by uuinecs conſideration. P. _ 


* bd ® — — 9 * 
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R. THERE exiſts no trace. or veſtige of any 3 
ſtory. The remote, and incidental notices. of Chriſtia- 
nity, which are found in the heathen writers, are, that 
it originated with Jeſus, who was afterwards-crucified, 
at Jeruſalem, and that it was propagated. into. diſtant. 
countries. The manners of the Chriſtians, they like- 
wiſe deſcribe in terms conformable with the accounts 

of our books. P. 115118, 
The Jewiſh writers of that ned advance no other 
hiſtory of the tranſaction, than that which we acknows 
ledge. Joſephus mentions John the Baptiſt with cir= 
cumitances agreeing with the Chriſtian ſtory. In ano- 
ther paſlage, the authenticity of which is controverted, 
he ſpeaks of Jeſus as the Meſſiah. This paſſage was 
genuine, or the filence of the hiſtorian was deſig ned: if 
deſigned, it may be imputed to the difficulty which he 
found in repreſenting the buſineſs; on a ſimilar account 
the principal circumſtance in the life of Conſtantine was 
omitted by Euſebius. | P. 118—23. 

II. The whole ſeries of Chriltian writers, from the 
firſt age of the inſtitution down to the preſent, proceed 
upon the en ſtory which our nme. contain. 

F - 5313 * 

The letters of ha Apoſtles, 3 neidencallyc 
the principal circumſtances of the hiſtory. P. 124. Bar- 
nabas relates the ſufterings of Chriſt, the choice of his 
Apoſtles, and refers to his miracles. P. 126. By Cle-- 
ment we have the reſurrection of Chriſt recorded, and 
the miſſion. of his Apoſtles. P. 127. Polycarp recogniſes. 
the virtues. and ſufferings of Chriſt; and is ſaid to haye® 
received accounts of his miracles from eye witneſſes. 

P. 128. 
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P. 128. Ignatius frequently alludes to the hiſtory of 
Chriſt; and Quadratus to his works. P. 129. From 
the,writings of Juſtin Martyr, a lite of Chriſt, agreeing 
with our tcriptures, might be collected. P. 1:0. After 
this time, the hiſtory, as given by the Evangeliſts, oc- 
curs in antient Chriſtian writings, as Nan as in 
modern ſermons. | 
III. The religious rites of the early Chriſtians, f prung 

out of the narrative now in our hands. P. —__—— 
In our account Chriſt directs his diſciples to be bap- 
tized. The firſt Chriſtians were baptized. He directs 
them to hold religious aſſemblies. They did hold reli- 
gious aſſemblies. Our accounts make the Apoſtles aſſem- 
ble on a ſtated day in the week: during the firſt century, 
tated days for aſſembling were obſerved. Cur hiſtories 
record the inſtitution of the Lord's ſupper. The early 
Chriſtians univerſally celebrated it. Thele rites were 
obſerved in Chriſtian ſocieties of different nations and 
languages. P. 134- f 
IV. Our account bears proof chat it is an account of 
facts known and believed at the time; therefore the goſ- 
pels were not the cauſe of the Chriſtian hiſtory, but the 
conſequence of belief in it. This is expreſsly declared 
by Luke in his. preface. See Luke i. 14. It is alſo 
inferred from St. John's goſpel, as the hiſtorian refers 
to facts which he does not relate; an inſtance of this kind 
is the aſcenſion, which is not mentioned in this place, but 
is referred to- Chap. vi. 62. and xx. 17, Hence the noto- 
riety of the aſcenſion, among thoſe who were likely to 
read his book. The general notoriety of the ſtory, is 
intimated by the manner in which the narrative is in- 
troduced, chap. i. 13. John bare witneſs, &c.** ſuppoſes, 
that the reader ds who John was. The reference to 
John's impriſonment, chap. iii, 24. could only come from 
2 writer who ſuppoſed the fact well known. P. 133—9. 2 
CHAFP. 
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The fone pp from the \ the of wr ibi, 
Tus d £194 . P. 142. s 


BEFORE, this proof i is ſtated, it muſt be 3 

I. That if any one of the four Goſpels he proved ge 
nuine, this i is ſufficient to [eſtabliſh the oy ohths 
hiſtory. P; 194... 1. 

The received author of. the firſt, was an original 
apoſtle of the ſecond, an attendant upon one of 
apoſtles of the third, the companion of the 
active teacher of this religion of the fourth, an apoſ; 
tle, They all lived at the time, and on the ſpot, and 
give circumſtantial accounts of the miracles. If the 
Goſpels of Matthew and John proceeded from them, 
they muſt be true in ſubſtance ; or wilful falſchoods. If 
falſe, the authors were villains, without the proſpet of 
advantage. P. 143—6. „ 

At preſent we only aſſert, that whit the Goſpels, cone 
rain, is the fame as what the Apoſtles preached. How, 
ſtands the proof? A ſet of men publiſhed a miraculoug 
ſtory, upon the ſtrength of which, they called upon 
mankind-to embrace new rules of action; and in atteſta- 
tion of which, they voluntarily expoſed themſelves to 
dangers. The particulars of this ſtory, if our books be 
genuine, are derived from the beſt authority. For if 
the firſt goſpel were written by Matthew, we have the 
narrative of an eye · witneſs, and apoſtle, to judge what 
miracles were attributed to Jeſus: if the goſpel 0 42 
alone were genuine, we have the ſame degree 
dence. If both theſe were ſpurious, yet if the goſpel 
of Luke, or Mark, were written by the perſon whoſe 
name-it bears, or by any. other perſon in the ſame ſitua» | 


tion, we l have the account of a contemporary, and 
D alſociate 
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allociate of the Apoſtles, which au ority ſeems ſufficient, 
when the queſtion is ſimply, what it was the Apoltles ad- 
vanced, P. 147—z1. Since the New "Teſtament con- 
tains four diſtinct hiſtories, the genuineneſs of any one 
of which is perfectly ſufficient, we are at leaſt intitled 
to the advantage of ſo many ſeparate probabilities. But 
if it ſhould appear, that the Evangeliſts had ſeen each 
others works; it may, perhaps, ſubtract front their 
characters, as teſtimonies ſr icy independent, but it di- 
minithes very little from the authoriry of any cne that is 
Fenuine, or their mutual confirmation. By the paralle- 
liſms between Matthew and Luke, it may be ſuppoſed, 
that Luke had conſulted Matthew's hiſtory, or that 
brief memoirs of Chriſt had been committed to writing, 
which both confulted ; either ſuppoſition will agree 
with the profeſſions of Luke, who declares that he had 
diligently inveſtigated the fubject. The goſpel by St. John 
admitted as independent teftimony ; therefore if any 
one of the four be genuine, we have in that one, ſtrong 
reaſon to believe, that we poſſeſs the accounts which the 
original propagators of the religion delivered. P. 131—5. 
II. The er eee authority of the Seri iptures is to be 
conſidered, P. 13 N 
In the evangelic üer there is an accumulation of 
teſtimony which hardly belongs to any other. Each 
goſpel is a confirmation of the others; the exiſtence of 
four ſeparate hiſtories is a proof that the ſubject had a 
foundation, and the facts common to all may be conſi- 
dered as fixed in credit and publicity. The “ Acts of 
the Apoſtles,” as a ſupplement ' to theſe hiſtories, eſta- 
bliſh the account; and the various epiſtles written by 
the principal agents in the buſineſs, and upon the buſi- 
neſs, ſupport the concluſion. P. 156—8. The New 
Teſtament is often conſidered as one book, as ſingle evi- 
dence, and its different PREY not as diſtinct atteſtations, 
which 


5 | 
| L 25 1. | 
which the diſcrepancies among the ſeveral documents 
prove they were. The hiſtories were, probably x not a 
metiately* wriceer, but were the productions of emer- 
gency, either to In ſtruct the converts, or to prevent the 
circulation, « 8 erroneous narrates. P. 13863. | 
Il. The Jentileie)s of the Vilforicat' Books of the 
New: Teſtament is not eſſential to the fate of our/argu- 
ment. P. 364. The queſtion zow is Whether the go 
pels contain the ſtory which the Apoſtles publihed. If 
it be granted that they were written by ſome of the 
early diſciples of Chriftianity, and ereived by the lock: 
eties founded/by:the Apoſtles; as containing authentis 
accounts of the facts upon Which . the religion. xeltes, 
this reception would be a valid proof, that theſe boaks 
muſt have accorded with: what the apoſtles ,taughts 
Their carly exijtence,. and reputation is made out hy, 
antient teſtimony; beſides, $w6! of the: goſpels fix 
the time and ſituation of their authors and the third 
PASPOFFR. to have been written by the author ef the, 
Acts,“ who declares himſelf to havef been the c 
panion of ona of the original preachers; of dhe religion. 
* 1647: N 
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cap. IX. t at's 


* the authenticity of the Hiſorical genere, is 
eleven eie. P. 168. 


7 PRELIMINARY epennvarions” 


my WE are able to produce a great ae ae 
e found in different countries, all anterior to 
the art of printing, together with verſions of great anti- 
quity, in languages which have not been ſpoken for 
many ages; which prove, that the ſcriptures were not 
of modern contrivance, GN" ong! 50 * foug 
and fought after. P. 169. 5 
II. The language of the New Teſtament und to 
the age, und the ſituation of the Apoſtles: It is Greek 
coming from Hebrew origin, and e e 41 
and Syriac Idioms. P. 71.6 09 7 TRY INE 
III. Tne miraculous relations coonilnathothefs W. 
do not directly affect the queſtion of their genuineneſs. 
The works of Bede exhibit many wonderful relations, 
yet no one doubts whether they were written by yi 


P. 172. | Fuel 
IV. Had it been eaſy to have forged the Chriſtian 


writings, it is probable, that ſome would have appeared 
under the ſanction of the name of Chriſt himſelf; as in 
the unſucceſsful attempt to the epiſtle of Chriſt to Ab» 
garus, which was not mentioned by any writer during 
the three firſt centuries. P. 174. 

V. If the aſcription of the goſpels, to their reſpective 
authors, had been conjectural, they would have been 
aſcribed to more eminent men. P. 175. 

VI. Chriſtian writers and churches ſoon agreed on 
this ſubject. The diverſity of opinion in other points, 
and concurrence in this, ſeem to ſuppoſe it to have been 
thi reſult of private and free inquiry. P. 176. | 
5 : SECT 
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The hiſtorical bonksof the New Teſtament: are quoted, 
or alluded to, by a ſeries: of Chriſtian writers, prv- 
_ cceding. in regular: ſucceſſion brag n of lle 
Apaſilas 10. deen P. 183. | 3444231 © 
DO 9331 ram al aus. : 1101 52.7 
E medium of proof, in es i. is unquei- 
tionable, Bithop Burnet, in his hiſtory, inſerts extracts 
from Lord Clarendon's hiſtory. One ſuch inſettion 
proves, that Clarendon's. hiſtory. was extant when tht 
Biſhop wrote, and had been en reeined. * him 


ga utbentte. edle is d2jjog 24 03 Sicilia gil 
4 oy 


EDTA TESTIMONIES... LANE 


I. In the eilte aſcribed to Barnabas, we 1 this 
paſſage ; *'Let us beware leſt it c ome on vs, 4 as. it is 
written,s there are man called, fe choſen.” vi Hence 
we infer, mat the author Uvech when there Was 2, book 
extant, arid well known among the Chriſtians, . contain: 
ing the words, © many are called, ew choſen:” in 
Matthew*s gol) pel they are twice A and in no —.— 
book now known. The Phraſe, as it is written, de- 
notes the author to have been a Jew j it Was the form 
the Jews uſed i in quoting their ſcriptures. In this epiſ⸗ 
_ tle there are 2 other pallages found in, 85 Mat: 


il. We have in "end vilicts by Cline v. fh 


temporary of St. paul, in which the words of Chriſt, as 
recarded' by the evangeliſts, are quoted” with "great fe. 
ſpect, and veneration, and Without any doubt TEE 
they were the real words of Chriſt. P. 18790 
Objection. As Clement hath vf ufed words Cofghad 
tion, it is not certain that he refers to any book what- 


ever. Anfwer. (1.) He, without any reference, uſes. 
2 


- 
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a paſſage manifeſtly A from the Epiſtle to the Re- 
mans, (.) There are many ſentenees of St. Paul to the 
Corinthians, ſtanding in Clement's epiſhe, without any 
ſign of quotation. - (3.) This method of adopting words 
of ſcripture, without acknowledgement, was in general 
ule. But admitting that Clement had theſe words from 
the apoſtles, or firit teachers of Chriſtianity, ftill the 
ſcriptures contain What the apoſtles taught. P. 191-3. 

III. At the concluſion of the Epittle to che Romans 
St. Paul fays, Salute Hermas. Kc. Probably the 
author of the Shepherd of Hermas, in Which are ſtrik- 
ing alluſions to the golpels of Matthew, Luke, and 
John. P. 193—8. 

IV. Ignatius- beans Bip of Antioth 37 years after 
Christ s aſcenſion; in his epiſtles are undoubtedly allu- 
Hons to the goſpels of Matthew and John, but not mark- 
ed as quotations, P. 1957 3s 5 

V. Polycarp 5 who 2 I taug ht by "the ' apoſtles, 
and converfed with man ny ; who 105 4 Christ, has 
nearly forty alluſjons 10 the New Teitament 3 In one 
ſhort epiftle'; Teveral of them quoted without heſitation, 
as the words of Chrilt. P. 1. 7—200.. i 

8 Papias, a hearer of ohn, aſcribes the reſpective 
goſpels to Matthew and Mark, mentions the materials 
from which Mark collected his account, and | in what lan- 
guage Matthew wrote. Hence i it is certain, that thele 
books, at that time, bore theſe names. P. 200. 

VL. Juſtia Martyr, who came twenty years after, 
has ſeveral diſtinct and copious extracts from the goſpels 
and Acts. In all his works there are but two inſtances. in 
which he refers to any thing, as {aid or done by Chriſt, 
which is not related in our goſpels. All his references 
ſuppoſe the books notorious, and that there were no 
other accounts of Chriſt receiv ed and credited. 
P. 202,—6. 

VIII. 
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VII. Hegeſippus, who came zo years after Juſtin, 
ſays, that, in his journey from Paleſtine to Rome, “ in 
every city the ſame doctrine was taught, which che 
% law, and the nens, and Aba ord teacheth,'* 
P. 207. 27 

IX. about the year aw 3 of Lyons, and 
Vienne, ſent an account of their ſufferings to Aſia. 
Pothinus their Biſhop, being at that time 9e years old, 
his early life muſt have joined on with the times of the 
apoſtles. In this epiſtle there are exact references 
to the goſpels of Luke and John, and to the A of: the 
Apoſtles. P. 208. or id horn tov 

X. Irenzus, ſueceſſor to Pothinus, * re a. 
timony to the books of the-New. Teſtament. Ie alerts 
- that the ſtory . which the golpels exhibit, i is che ſtory 
which the apoſtles told; and that the goſpels were writ- 
ten, © as the foundation and pillar of var faith; he 
then deſcribes the authors, and the origin of their 

- hiſtories. . By another paſſage it appears, that in his 
time, there were four, and only four goſpels; which by 
his references were thoſe which we haye ; his teſtimony 
to the Acts is generally explicit. P. 209-193. « 

RxNMALAX. Ihe teſtimony of theſe perſons, is the con- 
curring teſtimony of writers, who lived in countries re- 
,mote from one another . Clement flouriſhed at Rome; 
Ignatius at Antioch; Polycarp,at Smyrna; Juſtia Mar- 
tyr in Syria 5 and Irenæus in France. P. 214. 

El. In the works of Athenagoras are clear references 
to Mark and Luke. And in thoſe of Theophilus evident 
alluſions to Matthew and John. Clement of Alexan- 
dria, who followed Irenzus, at the diſtance of 16 years, 
gives an account of the order in which the four gotpels 
were)written,.,mentions the names of their reſpective 


authors, and aſeribes the Acta to St. Luke. P. 214—17. 
| XU. 
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XII. Tertullian, joins on with Clement, Who ſays, 
among the Apeſties, John and Matthew teach the 
« faith ; among apoſtolical men, Luke and Mark refreſih 
« jt.” Hence the number of the goſpels, and the names 
of the evangeliſts. He affords alſo a complete atteſta- 
tion to the authority of or books, by enumerating the 


churehes which received them; the Acts of the n 
he calls Luke's commentary. P, 218—-20“Ü“8? o ö 


XII. During an interval of 30 years, we thi this 
fragments of ſeveral writers, in all of which there is 


- fome reference to the goſpels ; and in Hippolytus, there 


is an abſtract of the goſpel hiſtory. Afterwards we come 


to Origen, whoſe declaration is peremptory, he ſays 


the four goſpels are received, without diſpute, by the 
« whole church of God under heaven: he ſubjoins 
alſo a hiſtory of the reſpective authors, 3 _ 
Apochryphal geſpel. P. 221—3. 

XIV. Gregory and Dionyſius were ſcholars of ori- 
gen, their teſtimony is but a repetition of his. In the 
writings of Cyprian, who flouriſhed 20 years after Ori- 
gen, there are copious citations from the ſcriptures. 
P. 224, 

XV. In the next 40 years, the remains of a crowd of 
writers are to be met with, in which the hiſtorical ſerip- 
rures are always cited with profound VIPER] The teſ- 


timony of Victorin is poſitive. P. 225. 


XVI. Arnobius and Lactantius, about the year goo, 
in defending Chriſtianity, derive their arguments ue 
our goſpel. P. 226. 

XVII. Euſebius, who flouriſhed en the year 313, 
compoſed a hiſtory of Chriſtianity, in which he gives 
quotations from each evangeliſt, and makes remarks 
upon their writings. From this time the works of Chri- 
ſtian writers are full of referees to the New Teſta« 


ment. P. 227—9. ** 
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une are "quoted with peculiar "reepeds,” as 
books poſſeſſing an authority belonging to no others, and 


4. ce englufp ve in all matters. of. cantroverſy«. F. 235. 28 
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ES TLMDNMLES. 1... nal 


N beg Bihop of Antioch, lpeaking of 
4 "he gm wag and gupels,, Tays, ol being inſpired, ſpoke 
by one, and the ſame ſpirit of God., (2.) A writer, 
about 138 years after the publication of the leriptures, 
calls them divine . P. 431, (3, nw In quoting 
the books of the New Teſtament, profeſſes & to draw 
« out of. the ſacred Fountain. A+). Dur allertions, 
Faith Origen, are unworthy of credit, we. muſh. 3 receive 
"the /eriptures as witneſſes, . P. 233. 6) ) Cyprian ex- 
_hores the Chriſtian teachers to go. back to the fountain: 
to recur to the gy/pels, and apoſtolic! vritibgs. P. 12 
(050 Novatus lays, the, ſcripture detects and bo 
fraud; but never Scr (7. An Anatol ius calls 12 
ſeriptures divine, 'P, 234. (8. ) Th e Ariane 12 4 
certain phraſes, becauſe = were not in { {cri re, and 

one of them ſays to Auguſtine, “ if you 0 es! "any 
* thing from the divine ſcriptures, I muſt hear. And 
Athanaſius calls the ſcriptures the fountains of ſalvation. 
P. 235. (9.) Cyril ſays, “ concerning the faith, not the 
« leaſt article 2 to be delivered without the divine 
* ſeripiuren P 236. E piphanius, Phæbadius, Bafil, 
Ephraim, and Jerome, all - teſtify to the ſame purport. 
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The Seriptures were, in very early times collected inte 
. diſtinct volume. P. 239. 


(i.) THE term go/pel is probably uſed by Ignatius, 
for a collection of writings, as oppoſed to the prophets, 
Clement of Alexandria commonly expreſſed the writings 
of the New Teſtament by theſe two names,“ the g 
« pels, and apoſtles.” P. 239—4r. (2.) Euſebius ſays, 
that Quadratus and others, the immediate ſucceſſors of 

"the apoſtles, i in their travels, carried the goſpels with 


"them. P, 242. (3. Irenzus refers to a collection of 


Chriſtian ſacred writings. (4.) Melito ſpeaks of the Old 
"Teſtament ; ; hence it is deduced, that there was then a | 
collection of writings called the Neu Teſtament. P. 243. 
( 5.) Clement's teſtimony has been' mentioned. (6.) 
Tertullian divides the Chriſtian ſcriptures into the go/- 
pels and apoſtles, and calls the whole volume, the New 
' Teſtament. (7.) The ſame diviſion is referred to, by 
many writers of the third century. (8.) Euſebius took 
ſome pains to ſhew, that John' s goſpel had been fu 
placed fourth in order. Hence the four golpels had 


been collected. P. 245. 


2 


SECT. IV. 


| Our Scriptures were ſoon ditinguiſhed by appropriate 


titles of reſpect. P. 24 


POLYCARP calls them the holy ſcriptures uſtin 
Martyr, the go/pels ;—Dionylius the /cripture of the 
Lord ;—Irenzvus ſtyles them the divine ſcriptures, di- 
vine oracles ;—Matthew's goſpel is called by Theophi- 

lus, 


L 23 1 

las, * the evangelic voice; Clement ſtg les the New 
Teſtament, the druinely inſpired ſcriptures; Ort 
gen ſpeaks of the Ornο and New: ſcriptures; -B 
Cyprian they are called the books of the fpirit.: Hence 
the peculiar reſpect paid to the ſcriptures. | P. 24731. 
6243 16.4 | 61200 $7917, 32710 Bus 16g 
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(..) Juſtin esl of che Chriſtian . 5 — 
« the memoirs of the Apoſtles are read, &c. which elſe- 
where he calls the goſpels..(2.) Tertullian, on the ſame 
| ſubject, ſays, we come together «tg recolled the diving 

« ſcriptures.” P. 253. (3-) At Paleitine, Origen was 
deſired to expound the ſcriptures publicly. (.) Cyprian 
ſays, “the gy/þel of Chriſt ſhould be read in the church,” 
P. 254- (.) Auguſtine | mentions the reading of the 
ſcriptures, as the advantage of the Fries religion. 


P. 238. 


SECT. VI. 
Commentaries were antiently written upon the ſeripturets 
harmonies formed out of them ; copies collated, and 
venſions made into different languages.” P. 257. 


ded TATIAN, about the year 170, 8 a _ 
many. of the go/pels,- entitled © of the four. (2. ) and 
(3.) Pantænus, and Clement wrote explications of the 
Old and New Teſtament. p. 238. (4.) Ter tullian ap- 


* fn + later verſion to the authentic ( Greek, (44) 
E 2 An 
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An anonymous author appeals to the antient copies of 
the ſcriptures. (6.) Euſebius refers to ſeveral writers 
as the interpreters of the: ſcriptures.” P. 259. (71) Ju- 
lius Africanus wrote upon the genealogies in Matthew 
and Luke. Ammonius compoſed a harmony of the four 
golpels; and Origen wrote commentaries on molt of the 
books in the New Teſtament, P. 260. (B.) Dionyſius 
harmonized the accounts of the reſurrection. Lucius, 

and Heſychius put ſorth editions of the New Teſtament. 

P. 261. (9.) The fourth century ſapplies fourteen 
writers on the books of the New Teſtament. At the be- 
ginning of chis century, Euſebius wrote upon the diſcre- 

pancies of the goſpels. Damalus correſponded with 

Jerome on the difficult paſſages of ſcripture; Gregory 

of Nyſſen undertook to reconcile the accounts of the re- 

ſurrection. Numerous other commentators ſucceeded. 

A Syriac verſion is now extant, which, as Syriac was 
the language of Paleſtine, when Chriſtianity was firſt 
eſtabliſhed, is probably very antient ; it wants the 2d of 
Peter, zd and 3d of John, and the hook of Revelation; 
in other refpetts it differs little from our text, P. 2627. 


- SECT. VII. 


98 ſcriptures were received, and appealed 10, by ff. 
reni 8 of Chriſtians. P. 268. 


(J.) BASILIDES, who lived about the year 120, re- 
jected the Jewiſh inflitution, and oppoſed the general 
doctrine of the Chriſtian church; yet admitted the goſ- 
pel by Matthew. P. 269. (2.) The Valentinians, about 
the ſame time, appealed to the evangelic, and apoſtolir 
writings. P. 270. (3.) The Carpocratians are charged 
with perverting a Paſfage Þ in Matthews: which OO 
at 
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that they received that goſpel. P. 271. (4.) Several 
other ſects of heretics, between the years 150 and 200, 
admitted the ſcriptures of the New Teſtament, . (5.) 
Tatian, a founder of à ſect, made a harmony of the 
goſpels. (6.) Thoſe who contended for the mere hu- 
manity of Chriſt, argued from the ſcriptures. P. 272. 
(7.) The advocates, and adverſaries of Origen's opi- 
nions, acknowledged the authority of che ſcriptures. 
48.) Paul of Samoſata is not charged with rejecting 
any book of the New Testament. P. 273. (9.) The 
Sabellians, in an oppoſite extreme to Paul, received all 
the ſcriprures. P. 274. (20) The teſtimony of a Biſhop 
of Carthage, is, that the heretics, who pervert the 
ſcriptures, ought tobe execrated. (11,) The Millenium, 
&c. divided the opinions of Chriſtians, yet every one 
appealed to the ſeriptures. P. 273. (I.) The Donatiſts 
uled the ſame ſcriptures as we do. (13.) In the Arian 
controverly both ſides appealed to the. ſame ſcriptures, 
P. 277. (14.) The Priſcillianiſts, and Pelagians received 
our ſcriptures. _ (15.) The teſtimony of Chry ſoſtom, is, 
« that though many hereſies have ariſen, yet all have 
ke received the goſpels, either entire or in part. F, 378, 
Marcion rejected the Old Teſtament, and every paſſage 
in the New, which recognized the Jewiſh ſcriptures; 
but he publiſhed a 2 edition of St. Luke's goſpel. 
P. 280. 
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our hiſtorical Scriptures were conſidered, by the early 
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SECT. VIII. 4 0 e No 


7 he four Goſpels, the Aﬀts, thirteen Epiſtles of SE. Pad, 
the 1ft of John, and the 1 of Peter, were received by 
thoſe who doubted concerning other parts of « our Canon 
P. 283. | 


of ” * 


— 


(r. ) JEROME relates, that the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
was not received as St. Paul's, by the Romans. (2.) 
Origen ſpeaks doubtfully of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
and the 2d of Peter, and the 2d and 3d of John, and 
then he quotes thoſe parts which were undoubted. P.284. 
(3.) Dionyſius has his doubts concerning the book of 
the Revelation, but entertains no ſuſpicion of the au- 
thenticity of the four goſpels. P. 283. (4.) Euſebius 
treats of the ſcriptures which are univerſully acknow- 
ledged, and of thoſe which are not /o. Among the for- 
mer, he ranks the Goſpels, Acts, the Epiſtles of St. 
Paul, the 1ſt of John, and the iſt of Peter. This opi- 
nion appears to have been founded upon the teſtimony 
of writers whom Eufebius, and his contemporatiey 
_ Antrents. P. N 


188 


f SECT. IX. 


adverſaries of Chriſtianity, as containing the accounts 
upon which the religion was founded. P. 292. 


(1.) CELSUS, in the ſecond century, writing againſt 
Chriſtianity, alludes to books, written by the diſciples 
of Jeſus. He accuſes the Chriſtians of altering the 
goſpel, which refers to ſome variations; but various 


geedings do not occur in modern publications; he ſays, 
his 


{a7 3 


his arguments were from r own writings, evidently 
referring to the goſpels. Celſus refers to no ſpurious 
goſpels. P. 292—7. (2.) Porphyry, in che third century, 
gave a large treatiſe againſt Chriſtianity. He thought, 
by overthrowing the Goſpels, and the Acts, that he 
ſhould overthrow the religion irſelf. Speaking of 
Matthew he calls him your evangeliſt. P. 298. (3) 
Julian, in the fourth century, mentions Matthew and 
Luke by name —recites the ſayings of Chriſt in the 
very words of the Evangeliſts ; —ſtates the early 
dates of theſe records and calls them hy the names 

they now daun; "withous queſtioning their. * 
* 3003. 129% eq 1031 w, eaten ian 
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—— and Cyril. In the latter the book of Reve- 

lation is omitted; as it is alſo in an authoritative” cata- 

logue of canonical ſeriptures delivered by the council of 

Laodicea. Other catalogues are given by other writers 

about the ſame period, in which no books are admitted 

beſides thoſe which we now receive. P. 305—7. 
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10 54 NO Chriſtian Hiſtory, Le Goſpels, 2 
the Acts, elaiming to be writtea by an Apoſtle, or 
Apoſtalic: Man, is quoted within 300 years after the 
birth of Chriſt. An Hebrew Goſpel. may ſeem to form 
an exception; it is once mentioned by Clement, and twice 
by Origen, with marks of diſcredit. P. 309—11. (2.) 
Of apocryphal writings only tus are mentioned in the 
three firſt centuries, without expreſs terms of gondemna- 
tion. P. 312. We may alſo add, (1.) That there is no 
evidence, that any apocryphal bake exiſled in the firſt 
century, in which century ai our hiſtorical books are 
proved to have been extant, (2.) Theſe apocry phal 
writings were not read in the churches... .(2.) Were not 


admitted into their volume. (4.) They do not appear in 


their catalogues. (3. Were not noticed y their adver- 
ſaries. (6.) Nor referred to by different parties. (7.) 
They were not the ſubjects of commentaries, &c, (8.) 
And they were rejected by Chriſtian writers in ſucceed - 


ung ages. But all theſe books go upon the ſame funda- 
mental hiſtory of Chriſt, as that of our Scriptures; they 


are not contradictions, but ae deen to 
—— P. S „„ 
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| THERE are two ; poincs ts form. the auge of 

1 Firſt, The under of Chriſtiapicy,, his "dat. le 

_ followers, paſſed their lives in labours, and ſufferings. , 

Secondly, They did ſo in atteſtation of the eee 
biſtory recorded in our ſeriptures. 

The former is rendered highly probable, * che 
nature of the undertaking ;—the characters employed 
the oppoſition of their tenets to the doctrine of the 
country ; their condemnation of all other religions; 
and their want of authority. The probability is en- 
creaſed, by the fate of the founder, and the firſt con- 
verts atteſted by Heathen writers; and is advanced to 

Biſigrical certainty 5 the evidence of our on books. | 
P. 320. 
That it was for a miraculous ſtory is manifeſt * 5 
cauſe the deſignation of Jeſus, as Meſſiah, could have 
nothing but miracles to ſtand on. That the exertionsof 
the appſtles were for the ſtory which we have now, is 
proved, by the ſtory being tranſmitted to us by two of 
their own number; and by uo others perſonally con- 
nected with them; therefore, if any one of theſe ac- 
counts be genuine it is ſufficient; and their genuineneſs 
is made out, by the general arguments which evince the 
gienuineneſs of other antient writings, viz. by the cita- 
tions from them in writings belonging to a period conti- 
guous to that in which they were publiſhed; by the 
regard paid to them by the early Chriſtians by an 
univerſal agreement with reſpe& to theſe books ;--by © 
contending ſects appealing to them OE In by a defect 
| F i of 
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1 | 
of this evidence to other hiſtories on the ſame ſubjeR. 
P. 323. 

But the ſrict genuineneſs of theſe books is not, per- 
haps, neceſſary to the ſupport of the propoſition. If we 
did not know who were the authors of the four goſpels; 
—yet, if they were received as authentic accounts at, 
or near the time of the apoſtles if they corroborated 

f each other's teſtimony if they are corroborated by a 
contemporary hiſtory; confirmed by the Epiſtles from 
the Apoſtles; and this connected with the reflection, 
that if the apoſtles delivered any other ſtory it is loſt ; 
it is ſufficient to prove, that this is the ſtory told by the 


apoſtles, for which they acted and ſuffered, P. 325. If 
4 it be fo, the religion muſt be '?rue. Theſe men could 
4 not be deceivers. By an oppoſite conduct they might 
$1239 . . Ry 

* have lived quietly. In ſuch eircumſtances men would 
_ not pretend to have ſeen, what they never ſaw, nor 
4 afſert facts of which they had no knowledge, when they 


0 


$4 were aware the conſequences would be danger and - 
fo death P. 327. 
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ProrosTION II. That there is wort ſatisfaftory 
evidence, that perſons pretending to be the original uit. 
neſſes of. any other ſemilar miracles, have acted in the 
Same manner, in atteſtation of the accounts which they 
delivered, and ſolely in conſequence of their Caen of the 
truth WING account's.” . 200. A 

In comparing our evidence, with that of our vert 
ries, the diſtinctions 'are of two kinds; thoſe which re- 
late to proofs and thofe Which relate to miracles. 
nder the former head, we may lay out of the'caſe, | 
I. Such accounts of ſupernatural events, as are found 
only in hiſtories by ſome ages poſterior tothe tranſaction. 
Ours is contemporary hiſtory. This difference removes 
the miraculous hiſtory of Pythagoras; the prodigies of 
Livy's hiſtory - the fables of heroic ages the Greek, 
Roman, and Gothic Mythology ;—and the legendary 
hiſtory of Popiſh ſaints. It applies to the miracles. of 
Apollonius T ee ; and to ſome of the bes peed 
F 233- 
| II. Accounts oubliſhed! in one coil: of why fi 
pened in a diftant country. In the caſe of Chriſtianity, 
the ſtory was publiſhed in the place in which it was 
ated. This diſtinction diſpoſes of the miracles of Apo - 
lonius Tyaneus, faid to have been performed in India; 
thoſe of Francis Xavier, and many others. P. 336. 
III. We may lay out of the caſe tranſrent rumours. 
Future confirmation, permanency, increaſing in noto- 
riety, and ſubſequent independent accounts, are prin- 
ciples which muſt ditinguith ſolid days from N 
lies. P. 337. f 

IV. Vatted hiſtory may be laid out of the caſe. If we 


bad no viſible 2. connected with the hiſtory, no | 
ſubſequent 


; 4 WY, 
oC 48] 
ſubſequent or collateral teſtimony to confirm it, it 
would not be deſerving of credit. This is not our caſe 
The books are combined. with the inſtitution; with the 
religion of ti day; with the time and place of its ori · 
gin; and with the Firenmſiances. of its Tile and See 
P. $3507 ina I: end ui SAMS SS 
V. A mark. of hiQprical Kit, is elne in 
names dates, places, &. ſuch i is the deſeription of St. 
Paul's voyage and ſhipwreck ; - the cure and examina- 
tion of the blind man in John's goſpel ;, and 0 other 
examples in che four goſpels. P. 240. * 
VI. We may lay out of the caſe, — Upon which 
| nothing depends ; in which no intereſt is involyed; and 
nothing to be done, or changed i in conſequence of be- 
lieving them, Nothing depends upon the truth, or falſe- 
hood of moſt vulgar errors and popular ſuperſtitions. 
But the wiraSionat Chriſt me roregulate the cpimdens | 


17 


tag can, palate the human. mind. It did not top at 
opinions, but they who eyed a acted upon 
it. F 5d to F 20 A A 
VII. We have laid out of the bo accounts which 
merely come in, affirmance, of opinions already formed. 
Popiſh miracles happen in Popiſh countries, and make 
no converts. They, like other arguments, confirm what 
was believed before. Men are gaſily fortified in their 
old opinions; driven from them with difficulty. The 
Chriſtian miracles were wrought} in the midſt. of ene- 
mies; they made converts, who gave up to the teſtino- 
ny their moſt favourite prejudices, There was, no 
anterior perſuaſion to lay hold of, The miracles of 
Jeſus gave birth to the ſect. F rauds might mix them- 
ſelves with the progreſs, but could not take place i in the, 
commencement of the religion, P, 23452, 
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. It is not "necellary to admit as a miracle, what © cap? 
be 1 jato a falſe perception. Of this nature, was 
the demon of Soerates ; the viſions of St. Anthony, and 
Col. Gardiner, Which may be accounted for by a mo- 
mentary inſanity ; theſe appearances. are Hlitary, mo- 
mentary, and without permanent effects, But the reſtora; 
tion 'of the blind.to Light, or of a dead man to life, leaves 
an abiding effect ; the miracle n may be ſudden, but, the, 
proof 1 remains. P. 33 1. There : are others of a,mixgd nas, 
ture, in which the principal miracle i is momentary, but 
tome circumſtance combined with it is permanent, as 
Peter's viſion preparatory to the call of Cornelius. The 
viſion might be a dream, the meſſage ſent by Cornelius, 
could not. Either taken ſeparately might be a deluſion; 
the concurrence of the two was impoſſible without a ſu- 
pernatural cauſe, P. 355. 

II. It is not neceſſary to bring into the compariſon, 
tentative miracles, ige. where, out of a great number 
of trials, ſome ſucceed. This obſervation applies to 
antient oracles, to cures wrought by relics, at the tombs 
of ſaints ; to the efficacy of the King's touch; but not to 
the miracles of the goſpel. P. 338. 

IIT. We may diſmiſs all accounts, in which, allowing 
the fact to be true, it remains doubtful whether a miracle 
were wrought. Such as the extraordinary obſtructions 
to the rebuilding of Jeruſalem by Julian ; the liquefac- 
tion of St. Januarius's blood at Naples, &c. This diſtinc- 
tion applies to all narratives of cures in nervous com- 
plaints, and of all diſeaſes . by the imagination. 
P. 361. | 
4 | IV. To 


AL 


(0,443) 
IV. To the ſame head of objection may be referred 
fries which can be reſolved into exaggeration. The 
miracles of the goſpel cannot be explained away in this 
manner. The feeding 5000 with a few loaves and 
fiſhes ſurpaſſes all bounds of exaggeration. The raiſing 
of Lazarus from the dead comes not within the compaſs 
of miſrepreſentation. P. 363. Removing from the 
compariſon the caſes fairly diſpoſed of by theſe obſerva- 
tions, many will not remain. To thoſe which do re- 
main, we apply this diſtinction: © That there is not fa- 
« ſatisfactory evidence, that perſons pretending to be 
« original witneſſes of the miracles, paſled their lives in 
« labours, dangers, and ſufferings, voluntarily under- 
« taken and undergone, in atteſtation of the accounts 
« which they delivered, and properly in conſequence - 
« of their belief of the truth of thoſe accounts.“ P. 367. 
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„ THE cure of the blind, and lame man 1 at Alexandria, 
by Veſpaſian, as related by Tacitus, who wrote his ac- 
count 27 years after the miracle is ſaid to have been 
performed. He wrote at Rome of what paſſed at Alex- 
andria ; and he does not appear to have examined, or 
have believed it. It labours under the ſuſpicion of hay- 
ing been concerted between the patient, the phyſician, 
and the emperor ; it was calculated to confer honour 
upon the emperor, and the god Serapis; it was atchieved 
in the midſt of the emperor's followers, and flatterers ; 
and in a city devoted to his intereſt, and that of the God. 
P. 370. 

IT, The reſtoration of the limb of an attendant in the 
Spaniſh church, as told by Cardinal de Retz; but it ap- 
pears that the Cardinal did not believe the ſtory ; he 
ſeems not to have examined into the fact; and it is eaſy 
to conceive that ſuch a ſtory, managed by the prieſts, 
and backed by their authority, would obtain credit with 
the ignorant populace. P. 375. 

III. The miracles ſaid to have been wrought at the 
tomb of the Abbe Paris. The patients were ſo affected 
by their devotion, their expectation, the place, and 
the ſympathy of the multitude, that many were thrown- 
into convulſions, which, in certain circumſtances, might 
produce a removal of diforders depending upon obſtruc- 
tion. Similar effects have been experienced by the ope- 
rations of animal magnetiſm And the circumſtances 
which indicate this explication, in the cafe of the Pari- 
ſian miracles, are, (r.) Theſe miracles were tentative ; 

out of many thouſands, the hiſtory contains but nine 
40 7 cures. 


| 
| 
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cures. (2.) The convulſions at the tomb are admitted. 
(3.) The diſeaſes chiefly depended upon inaction, and 


obſtruction. (4.) The cures were gradual. (3.) They , 


were incomplete. (s.) Others were temporary: and 


ſome of the caſes do not require this ſolution.— The 


cauſe for which theſe miracles were wrought did not 
riſe, but ſink. In none of theſe inſtances, was the mi- 
racle unequivoca! by none, were eſtabliſhed preju- 
dices overthrown of none of them, did the credit 
make its way in oppoſition to authority, and power; and 
by none of them, were many induced to a We of mM 
and _— P. 97763. : 
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ROPHEC V. Haialy lii. 1g. iii. Theſe words: are 
extant in a book, purporting to contain the predictiona 
of a writer who lived ſeven centuries before the-Chrif- 
tian Era. It is certain, that they were either ritten, 
or ſpoken before tho fact took place; to which they are 
applied. P. 1-4. The quotation is from à writing 
declaredly prophetic ; profeſſing to deſcribe ſuch future 
changes in the world as were eonnected with the fate 
and intereſts of the Jewiſh nation. It is intermixed with 
no other ſubject. Its application to the evangelic hiſtory 
is plain and appropriate. P. 4-7. The antient Rab» 
bins explained it of their expected Meſſiah, but the mo- 
dern expoſitors refer it to the calamitous ſtate of the 
Jewiſh nation. The deſcription in the ſeventh verſe, 
he was oppreſſed, yet he opened not his mouth, &c.“ 
anſwers to no part of the Jewiſh hiſtory, The mention 
of the Grave, and the 2 omb, is not applicable to the 
G tortunes 


AHA 


48 | 


fortunes of a nation; ſtill leſs, that part of the prophecy 
which repreſents the ſufferings as voluntary. P. 711. 
II. Another argument is founded upon our Lord's 


prediction concerning the r of Jeruſalem, re- 
e 


corded by three of the evangeliſts. Luke xxi, 5—25. 
Mat. xxiv. and Mark xiii. Theſe paſſages are direct, 
and explicit predictions. The general agreement of the 
deſcription, with the event, has been fhewn by many 
writers. Thę only queſtion is, whether the prophecy 
was delivered before the event. P. 13-17, And, (1.) 
The judgment of antiquity eonetrr rin affigning the three 
golpels a date prior to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. (2.) 
| Theeyapgelits who wrote. them, muſt have. beep far ad- 
vanced in life, when Jeruſalem was taken, and no rea- 
ſon has been given why they ſhould defer writing their 
hiſtories ſo long. (3.) Had the eyent been accompliſhed 
when the predictions were recorded, ſome hints about 
the completion, would probably have been droppgd. ' 
. 48. () The admonitions which Chrift is (aid to 
have given” his: followers, to fave chemſelves by flight, 
is not eaſily accnunted for, it che prophecy had been 
fabricated-after the event. P. ad. (5. I it had been 
compoſed! after che vent, there would have been more 

{pecification-of: perſons amd incidents. P. . 
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Two points are to, be 8888 Fit, RY the 
teaching of morality was not the Primary deflgn of 
Chriſt's miſſion, but the eſtabliſhing a proof of 4 future 
tate. Secondly, that morality being the refult'of the 
experience of the effects produced by certain ations, 
cannot be a ſubject of 4 ey, Sell the moraſity öf 
the goſpel is extraordinary, N from whout ft | 
came. P. 24-8. 5810 
The ſubject divides itſelf into things taught, and the 


manner of teaching, 
I. The Goſpel omits ſome qualities bich have uwe 


engaged the admiration of mankind, ſüch as frienafh 
patriotiſm, and active courage. 90 
II. It has brought forward ſome virtues, 3 
overlooked and contemned; —as paſſive courage, patience 
under injuries, &c. P, 29. The characters Wick pol 
ſels the former qualities haye ever been the favourites 
of mankind: with Chriſt thoſe who } polleſſed the latte: 


Le ſubjects of commendation, EE a (1) If the 


partial, | in the /ame r it prevents the yok 
ſources of human milery. Without this diſpoſition, en 
mities once begun, muſt be eternal. P. 33=6. The 
preference of the patient, to the heroic character, is pe- 
culiar to the Chriſtian inſtitution. P. 27. 
II. A ſecond argument, drawn from the warttd of. 
the New Teſtament, is the ſireſs laid upon the reguta- 
; — of the thoughts. This conſidef ation is connected 
wich the other ; Het N to che malſeivar, this a 

8 Wes tv 


| 
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[ 30 ) 
the voluptuous paſſions. - Together they comprehend the 
whole character. A moral ſyſtem which prohibits 
actions, but not thoughts, muſt be ineffe&twal. P. 37-40. 
III. By the Chriſtian ſyſtem we are taught to refer 
our actions to the will of the Creator; and conſtantly 
to have in view the happineſs of thoſe about us. The 
firſt. direction ſuggeſts a motive which acts ſteadily and 
uniformly. By the /econd, all ſelfiſhneſs in the human 
character is corrected. P. 40. The ſame ſpirit appears 
in the writings. of the apoſtles; and in the Epiſtle « of 5 
Clement, and other apoſtolical fathers. P. 45==8:* 
IV. The morality of the goſpel is diſtinguiſhed: by an 
excluſion of regard to fame and reputation. Mat. vi. 1, 6, 
Oſtentation, not publicity, is prohibited —not the mode, 
but the motive of the action which is regarded. P. 48. 
We next conſider the manner of our Ae 5 teach- 
ing. F. 31 
115 Jefſons d did not confi 1 of Aifgiicions robbers 
were not accompanied with proofs, or arguments; but 
were ſententjous, and ſuited to the character he aſſumed 
8 2 meſſenger from God. His teaching aimed at im- 
preſſion. Copvidtion, was to ariſe from a reſpect to his 
authority. © 52. This mode of inſtruction was the 
moſt proper, conſidering the ſhortneſs 'of his miniſtry, 
and the difficulties attending it. P. 53: By this mode 
of inſtruction, rules; are conceived in general terms; the 
application is left to the reaſon of the hearer. A Jpecific 
. compliance with the precepts would be of little value; 
the diſpaſition which they inculcate is of the higheſt 
F. 7 
Odbjection. Put this diſpoſition i is unattainable: 8 
3 — 0 is all perfection. Should imperfection, there- 
fore, be recommended? Our Saviour's rules can never 
be ſo miſtaken as to do harm. P. 56. Tne pa rables of 
the New Teſtament would do Honour to ang Dot pl gs. 
The 
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The Lord's at. or a rival. 
| Whence bad this man this widdom? P. 39. 

The negative character of our Lord's diſcourſes de- 
ſerves to be conſidered. (1.) They exhibit no particular 
deſeription of tlie inviſible world; this repels the Tuſpt- 
ion of enthuſiaſm. The tescher, whoſe principal pur- 
pale ! is to ey attention to himſelf, is full of it'; witneſs 
che Koran. P. 60. (2.) Our Lord enjoined no auſte- 

ities. P. 62. 0 3 He uttered no impaſſioned devotion, 

he Lord's prayer is a model of calm devotion. His 
words in the garden are unaffected expreflions of deep, 
but lober piety. P. 63. (4.) He does not ſubſtitute fer · 
vency, in the place of regular morality. P. 64. (5) He 
did not fall in with the faſhions of his country, or the 
al bias of his owh education. P. 63. (6.) In our 
Saviour 8 apothegms, there is no example of ſophiſtry, 
and falſe fubtilty. (7.) The national temper of the 
Jews was narrow minded: the leſſons of Jeſus enforce 
the moſt enlarged benevolence. P. 67.” (8.) His religion 
was abſtracted from all views of eccleſiaſtical or civil 
policy. Chriſtianity declines all queſtions upon govern» 
ment; it is applicable to all forms; as it tends to make 
men virtuous ;—as it ſlates obedience to government, in 
erdinary caſes, to be a duty of conſcience z—as it in- 
duces a ſpirit favourable to public tranquillity ;—and as 
it inculcates prayer for communities, and rheir gover- 
nors, of all denominations. P. 68. A religion, with ſuch 
qualities, would have been thought extraordinary com- 
ing from any perſon; exceedingly ſo from him, from 
whom it did come. Suppole the miſſion to be real, all is 
accounted for. But without reality it is very difficult to 
explain, Chriſt was not like any other carpenter ; the 
apoſtles were not like any other fiſhermen. P. 72 
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The character of Chriſt i is part, of t the Abe of the 


goſpel... (1.) He is charged with no vice by friends, or 
enemies. Some ſtain & or other attaches t to almoſt all other 8 


teachers of morals. P. 76. (2. fn every narrative of 


Jeſus, weperceive traces of devotion, humility, patience, 


&e,, which qualities are to be collected from incidents. 


His devoutne/5, from his frequent retirement to ſolitary 


prayer z—his humility, from his endeavours to check 
contentions among his diſciples for ſuperiority his be- 


nignity, from his kindneſs to children, from the tear; 


which he ſhed over his country, and upon the death of 
His friend, &c.; his mildneſs, in his rebuke to his diſci- 


ples at the Samaritan village; ; and in his prayer for his 
eneinies;—his prudence in his conduct upon trifling 
queſtions. P. 79. The beſt deſeriptions of virtue are to 


be found in the New Teſtament. P. 82. The whole vo- 


lume is replete with piety, and with devotional virtues, 


' | which. were ſcarcely. known to Heathen woraliſts, 


P. 83. 
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2 candour confitts in in noti jag many circumſtances 
h no writer, would have. 0 ,or would have In- 
2 ene 77 1 hinſell Res iber to mould the 

ſtory. 2 to his choice.” . or 
N unanimouſty, hat Chriſt's 1 


alone, and vob ene to ent 0 
unfavourable circumſt 1 'P. 85= : 8 ) 145 = 
the Cc 


ify's me 67 Concer 
en 0 le to cavil 40 


racter of Chr) uſt haye aftor Handle 
3 5 1 e ob EE concertiing che 


— e '& 2 7537 
7 — of } 777 35 iſciples went | ack, and -t ns 


© mare with him,” Was it! the E tee, J Writer 5 
| io diſpel 2to put, 10 78 thi this 15 ote 7 0 r this 
« did not many = hty work s There read uf ſe "0 if thete 12 
« belief.” See allo, Mat. v. 17, 18. Ads KV. 9. ind Ack 
viii. 14. P. 90. Laſtly, where do we find leſs diſpoſi- 
tion to magnify, than where Paul is faid to have preach- 
ed from morning to night; and adds, and ſome believed 
the things ſpoken, and ſome believed not? Mat. xxi. 2r. 
carries with it a difficulty, which no writer would 
have brought upon himſelf officially. P. 92. The 
anſwer of Chrift, to him who , wiſhed firſt to go and 
bury his father, though very expreſſive of the import - 
ance of religion, was harſh, repulſive, and ſuch as would 
not have been made for Chriſt. P. 3. The anſwer to 
Mary, © Touch me not, & c.“ probably referred to a 
former converſation, for want of knowing which, the 
meaning is hidden from us; the obſcurity is a proof of 


ineneſs. P. 94. John vi. labours under obſcurity, 
Er which 


L 54 1 


which renders it unlikely to have been fabricated. P. gs; : 
The account of the inſtitution of the euchariſt bears in- 
ternal marks of genuineneſs, had it been feigned, it 
would have been more full and formal. P. 96. The 
writers of the goſpel diſcover no deceit, or cunning; 
uſe no precaution to obviate objections; they appear to 
tell the truth, and attend to nothing elſe.” P. 98. Add 
alſo the extreme naturalneſs | of 555 things related in 
the New Teſtament. Mark Ix. 24. The ſtruggle i in the 
father s breaſt between ſolicitude for his child, and an 4 
inyoluntary diſtruſt i in the power of Chriſt, is erpreſed 

with an air of reality which could hardly be counterfeit- 

ed. Mat. xxi. 994 The eagerneſs of che people to in- 
troduce Chriſt into Jerulalem; and cheir demand, in 2 

ſhort time after, to crucify him, repreſents popular fa- 

vour, and agrees. with nature and experience. The 

rulers rejecting Ch riſt, while many of the common 

people received * was the natural effect of prejudice. 

The converſation of « our Lord with the Samaritan wo- 

man, at the well, was of the fame Kind. bee ſeveral 
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THIS argument applies principal y ta. the 1 
of the three” firſt Goſpels, with chat "of ] ohn. £2 
- wrote after the other Evan elit, and ſu} 115 omi | 
in their narratives; but. in relating 4 a&tion 5, 
and diſtourtes, he preſerves a ſimilarity of 2 
which indicates, that the a and. diſe urſes procee 
from the (the perſon. fo: s * EW wO r 
I. This agreement is moſt firgng in dur Savionr* ode 
of teaching; Ard in that prop erty e of I it Which confiſts in 
hie drawing e of this dodtrine from the occaſion ; 1 
reflections from the  objetts, : and incidents efore 
p. 10527. 'TThe author Here points out this manner ip 
the three rift evangeliſts, andſhews i its agreem nt with 

the examples of Chriſt's allet ur ſes F 1 John. 

Theſe examples cannot be brate, . ea der muſt, 
therefore, b referred to the book Iſelt, 1 65 1. 1 05 
There is nothi ng of this manner perceptibl e in 
ſpeeches recorded in the At, nor in any oe, but 
thofe which are N to Chriſt. 3 

II. There ſeems an nity between a the .biftory "of 
Chriſt's placing the lik e child in the midſt of. his Tiki 
ples; in the three Evangeliſts, and the hiſtory 0! of Chrilt a 
waſhing the feet of his diſciples, recorded, by, ohn. 
P. 716. 

III. The phraſe, © the Son of Man is found, as ap- 
plied, by Chriſt, to himſelf, in all the Goſpels, but js 
never uſed of him by any other perſon. P. 117. 

IV. Chriſt is repreſented by the different hiſtorians as 
withdrawing himſelf out of the way, whenever the mul 
titude indicated a diſpoſition to tumult. See Mat. xiv. 
22, Luke v. 15, 16. with which compare John v. x3. and 
Vi. 16. P. 118. 
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V. The reſerve, which, for; ſome time, Chriſt uſed 
in announcing his own character, is recorded by all the 
Evangeli 47 xi 20. Mark iii. 4. Luke iv. 41. and 

ohn xxiv. 35s 1 une 
f VI. The Aren Anek the difciples, bad 2 under⸗ 
Aanding, Chriſt when he ſpoke of his pallion, and reſur- 
rection, and their anxiety in deſiring an Ah ih 
are noticed in 8K Ix. 46: , Mark ix. 32. and in John 
xvi. 16, Ke. P. 13 1 

VII. Our Leld- 8 ee during his laſt Taflerings 
which. is conſpicuous i in the, three firſt evangeliſts, i is 
preſerved” by Job N under 8 examples. John 
Xvili. 20. is very {i limilar to ark xiv. 48, Luke xxii, 53% 

In both,.t there is the fame bie and the ſame: re- 
ference to bi. public teaching, P , 123-7 Mathew and 
Mark make the charge upon Which ch our Lord was con- 
demned to be a threat of deſtroying the temple ; but 
they do not ſay upon what circumſtance this calumny 


was founded. John, in the early part of his hiſtory, 


ſupplies the defect. See Mark xiv. 5, and John i ii. 19. 
P. 126. The appointment of the twelve Apoſtles! is men- 
tioned by the three firſt Eyangeliſts, who have given 
their names. John, through his Whole narrative, ſup- 
3o/es Chriſt to be accompanied by twelve diſciples; and 
whenever he notices any one of them, i it is one included 
in the catalogue of the other * Evangeliſts, , All this, be- 
ſpeaks reality. P. 157, © 


. 


(57 ] 
Char v 
Originaliiy ef our \Saviour's.Charadteren > 
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THE Jews were 3 who! ſhould ad- 
vance their nation to independence and proſperity. Had 
. Jeſus been an ent huſiaſt, he would have fallen in with 
the popular deluſion... P. 29. Had he been an impoſ- 
ter, he would haye flattered; the prevailing; hopes. 
All the, pretended. Meſſiahs did ſo, of whom Joſephus 
mentions many. P. 130. A miſſion, the operation. of, 
which was to take place in another life, was 2 thing 
unthought. of as à ſuhject of theſe prophecies... Hence, 
Jeſus came in a character, inconſiſtent with enthuliaſm 


and impoſture, both of which have, ever followed N. 
"Mg: opinion 8. 8. P. 181% An notte; 2 tr SOV 
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CHAP. VI. 


Conformity of fatts mentioned or referred to in Scrip- 


ture, with the ſtate of things in thoſe r , as re- 
preſented by N r- accounts. 


1F this conformity Ve made out, it Woes; Aale the 
writers poſſeſſed a ſpecies of Waewichge, which could 
only belong to an inhabicant'of that country, and to one 
living in that ge. Hence N . of their 
writings. 'P. 1339. 
- The authors by Wer Welden muſt have known the 
faqs which they relate the argument is ſtronger from 
the Mixed nature of the afluſions in this book the 


ſcene of action is diſplayed in the greateſt cities of the 


Roman empire; alluſions are made to the manners, and 


principles of the Greeks, Romans, and the Jews, which 
renders forgery very difficult. A Greek or a Roman in 
the ſecond, or third century, would have been wanting 
in Jewiſh literature; a Jewiſh convert would have been 
deficient in the knowledge of Greece and Rome. P. 134. 

[This argument depending, entirely, upon an induc- 
tion of particulars, the author has collected a great va- 
riety of examples, which he has ſo far abridged and 
_ contracted, as to render any farther abridgement of 


them unintelligible, the reader muſt therefore conſult 


the examples themſelves. P. 136—181.] 

The reſult of the detail is, that (1.) theſe agreements 
appear not only in articles of public hiſtory; but in mi- 
nute and peculiar circumſtances. (2.) The deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem produced ſuch a change in the ſtate of the 
country, that a writer who was unacquainted with the 
circumſtances of the nation before that event, would 
find it difficult to avoid miſtakes in endeavouring to give 


detailed accounts of tranſactions conneded with thoſe 
circumſtances. 


| 
| 
1 
b 
. 


t 

circumſtances. (3.) There appears, in the Writers of 
the New Teſtament, a knowledge of the affairs of thoſe 
times, which we o not find- in en me 
P. 18 10 te | 5 07 m 159554 : one 
- There have, I been line difficailties't 
and it has been objeded, (.) That the taxing 
which Jeſus was born, „was f#r/# made whilſt . 
« was governor of Syria.“ Luke ii. 2. Now Cyrenins 
was not governor of Syria until ten years after the 
birth of Chriſt, and a taxing us made in u 
of his government. 6 eee e 

Anſwer. The ſentence in Litks* may be tranſlated, 
I this was the firſt aſſeſſment of Cyrenius, governar of 
« Syria ;”* the words governor of Syria, being uſed af- 
ter the name of Cyrenius, as his title; and this title, be- 
longing to him at the time of writing the account, was 
naturally ſubjoined to his name, although acquired 
after the tranſadion which the account deſcribes. 

P. 185. | 

Objection (2.) Luke in his zd chap. ſays “ Now in 
the fifteenth year of Tiberius Cæſar, Jeſus began to 
« be about thirty years of age.” At this period, ac- 
cording to Joſephus, he muſt have been at leaſt 31, per- 
haps 33 years old. Anſwer. This difficulty is folved by 
attending to the Greek, which ſignifies, “ that he was 


« about thirty years of age, and the adverb about, 


gives all the latitude that is wanted. P. 187, | 
Objection (3.) Ads v. 36. For about theſe days roſe 
„ up one Theudas, &c. Jolephus's account of Theu- 
das referred to a tranſaction ſeven years after Gamaliel's 
ſpeech, of which this text is a part. Anſwer, There 
might be two impoſtors of the ſame name; for there 
were four perſons of the name of Simon within forty | 
years, and three of Judas within ten years, who were 
all leaders of inſurrection. P. 189. 


Objection 
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** (4-) Mat. xxiii. 34. Unto the blood of 
« Zacharias jon of Barachias, whom ye ſie x between 


« the. temple and the altar. There is a Zacharias, 


whoſe death is related in the 2d book of Chronicles, 
which ſupports the alluſion; but he was the ſon of Je- 
hoiada.. There is alſo Zacharias the prophet, Who was 
fon. to Barachiah, but of whoſe death we have no ac- 
count. Anſwer. The firſt Zacharias was probably the 
perſon, and the name of the father has been added 


fence, by ſome tranſcriber, who ——_ it _ _ title of | 
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CHAP. VII. 
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pere Coincidences, : 
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"BETWEEN « the 8 of St. Paul, and the hiſtory.of 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, there exiſt many notes ot un- 
deſi gned correſpondency ; 3 peruſal of which is ſufficiene 
to prove, that neither the hiſtory was taken froni the 


letters, nor the letters from the hiſtory, ; and, the coins 


cidences are too cloſe and numerous to be accounted for 
by the accidental concurrences of fiction. P. 196. [In 
ſupport of this argument, Mr. Paley refers to his Hor @ 
Pauline, and ſhews how it 5 upon the general 
queſtion, of the Chriſtian hiſtory. . P. 196. ] ky 9900 
1. St. Paul, in theſe letters, afirms his own performs 
ance of miracles; 5 and that miracles were, the ſigns of an 
Apoltte. 3 A 511 19 
II. It ſhews that the ſeries of action repreſented. by 
St. Paul was real, which proves, that the original wit- 
neſſes of the Chriſtian hiſtory, deyoted themlelves to 
lives of toil and ſuffering in e of the IRR of 
that hiſtory. 47 197. hon 
III. It proves that the author of the 6 Ad- at well 
acquainted with St. Paul's hiſtory, and a companion, of 
his travels, which eſtabliſhes the, credit of Luke's goſ- 
pel.—The ſimilitude between John's goſpel and the firſſ 
Epiſtle of St. John, is remarkable; it is alſo valuable; as 
the Epiſtle aſſerts the writer's perſonal knowledge of 
Chsiſt's ape! Chap. i. 1—3. P. 199. 
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Of the Ag, of the hou 1 


THE ſtrength of this part of the evidence of Chriſta- 
mity, does not ariſe from its being a more "deciſive proof 
of ſupernatural agency than other miracles, but from 
the certainty we have, that the apoſtles and firſt teach- 
es W164 the fact; ich would have Been Enowir if 
the goſpels had never bien wiftten. Every piece of 


Seripture recognizes the reſurrection. Every writing 


from that time to che preſent, for, or 5 Chriſtia · 
nity, ſpeaks of this article as received without doubt by 
all Chriſtians; P. 2. | 
Queſtion. Did the Apoſtles knowingly publiſh a falſe- 
hood; or were they themſelves deceived ? The firſt is 
generally given np; the nature of the undertaking, a £4 
of the men, exempt their memory from the ſuſpigion of 
impoſture. The ſolution more deſerving of Notice, is 
that which would reſolve the conduct of the _ Apoſtles 
into enthuſiaſm ; - and would claſs the reſurrection with 
Nories' of apparitions. This compariſon will not ſtand ; 
for Chriſt was ſeen by many perſons, ſeparately, and 
toperher ; by day, as well as by night; who converſed 
und ate with him, and who examined his perſon. P, 203, 
Odjection I, But mole: accounts are upon. the credit of 
e records. 5 
Anſwer. The re ſurrection was allerted ; ; it vas, there: 
tore incumbent on the enemy to baxe produced che 
dead body. P. 204. 
Objection II. The diſciples had ſtolen the body. 
Anſwer. This ſuppoſes fraud. Beſides it is loaded 
with improbabilities; ſuch as the ſituation and fears of 
the diſciples; the impoſlibility of ſucceeding in ſuch an 
attempt, 
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attempt, both from the guard ſet over the tomb, and 
from the lightneſs of the night, it being the time of full 
moon; and the inevitable conſequences of detection · 
P. 20g.“ 

It is evident alſo, that, if the body had been ſtolen, 
the Jews would have produced it, as the completeſt an- 
ſwer to the ſtory of the reſurrection. P. ao .. | 


- 


It has alſo been rightly obſerved by Dr. Townſend that the 
tory of the guards carried colluſion upon the face of it: H- 
40 a&:ſciples came by night, and fole him away, while we flept.”” Men in 
ſuch circumſtances would not have made ſuch an acknowledge- 
ment, without previous aſſurances of protection and impunity. 

—— Eſpecially at the full moon the city full of people, ma- 
« ny probably paſling the whole night, as Jeſus and his diſciples 
© had done, in the open air, the ſepulchre ſo near the city as _ | 
* encloſed within the 4; Water”, : Dat 

Prieftley on whe Reſury 
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CHAP. IX. 


SECTION. J. 
The Propagation of Chriſtianity. 


WE are to conſider in what degree, within what time, 


and to what extent, Chriſtianity was actually propa- ; 


ated. 7 
90 few days after the aſcenſion, about 120 diſciples 
met together, probably perſons connected with the 
apoſtles, and with one another. (Acts i. 5.) It does not 
appear that they were aware that a new religion was to 
be eſtabliſhed. On the day of Pentecoſt three thouſand 
were added to the ſociety, (Acts ii. 41.) many of whom 
probably had betore been believers in Chriſt, and now 
openly avowed their attachment to his cauſe, In the 
fourth chapter, it is ſaid their numbers were 300; and 
in the next, we read, that believers were added to the 
Lord, multitudes both of men and women. The ſixth 
chapter ſpeaks of the diſciples being greatly multiplied 
in Jeruſalem, and that a great company of prieſts were 
. obedient to the faith. It appears, farther, that the 
preaching of Chriſtianity was confined for more than 
a year to the city of Jeruſalens. I'. 209—1;. 

A perſecution diſperſed the ccinverts throughout Ju- 
dea, and Samaria, and during this ſecond period, of four 
years, Chriſtianity was propagat ed among Jews, Jewiſh 
proſelytes, and Samaritans. 'The apoſtles did not know 
that they were at liberty to propoſe the religion to man- 
kind at large, until it was reveal ed to Peter by a miracle. 
The third period commences, about ſeven years after 
Chriſt's aſcenſion, with the pr-2aching of the goſpel to 
the Gentiles of Ceſarea; and before the cloſe of this 
period, or within thirty years after the death of Chriſt 


- 
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his religion had ſpread itſelf through almoſt all the 
diſtricts of Aſia Minor, through Greece and the Iflands 
of the Egean Sea, the ſea coaſt of Africa, and had ex- 
tended to Rome; Jeruſalem continuing the centre of 
the miſſion. P. 215—22. Hence the following obſerva- 
tions. (1.) The account comes from a perſon who was 
concerned in a portion of what he relates, and was con- 
temporary with the whole of it. P. 222. (2:) The ac- 
count is an incomplete account of the propagating of 
Chriſtianity ; therefore, if what we read in the hiſtory 
be true, much more then what the hiſtory contains muſt 
be true alſo. P. 223. (3-) That the account is, for this 
reaſon, more credible, Had it been the author's deſign 
to have diſplayed the early progreſs of Chriſtianity, he 
would have colle&ed accounts of the other apoſtles, 
P. 224. (4.) The intimations of the number of converts, 
and the ſucceſs of the apoſtle*s preaching, come out, for 
the moſt part, incidentally; which removes the ſuſpicion 
of a deſign to exaggerate or deceive, P. 225. Theaccount 
is confirmed by parallel teſtimonies, in the letters of the 
apoſtles ; thoſe af St. Paul are addreſſed to the churches 
of Corinth, Phillippi, &c. at which err his” gry 
is recorded, P, 226, 65? 

It is now to be conſidered, how far theſe accounts are 
confirmed by other evidede. 

Tacitus ſpeaks of a vaſt multitude of Chriſtians at 
Rome | in the tenth year of Nero, P. 228. Pliny'sler- 
ters to Trajan, written not quite eighty years after the 
aſcenſion, proves that the Chriſtians in Pontus and Bi- 
thynia were very numerous, and had ſubſiſtedthere ſome 
conſiderable time; now there is no evidence that Chri- 
ſtians were more numerous, in thoſe places, than in other 
parts of the Roman empire; hence the truth of the re- 
preſentations given of the general ſtate of Chriſtianity 
4 the 2 by Chriſtian writers. P. 230-4. Juſtin 

Martyr, 
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Martyr, who wrote thirty years after Pliny, ſays, there 
is not a nation, either Greek or Barbarian amongſt 
whom prayers are not offered to the Father by the name 
of Jeſus. P. 235. The rapid and general diftufion of - 
Chriſtianity: is noticed by ſucceeding writers to the 
time of Conſtantine, who probably deciared himſelf on 
the {ide of the Chriſtians, becauſe they were the power- 
ful party, Jerome, in the year 392 reckons. up 120 
Chriſtian writers. P. 236—45. 


EG. IL 


' 


Reflections on the preceding Account. 


IN viewing the progreſs of Chriſtianity, our firſt at- 
tention is due to the number of converts at Jeruſalem, 
after the founder's death ;—then, to attend to the eſta- 
bliſhment of Chriſtian ſocieties in Judea and Galilee z— 
afterwards, to recollect the ſucceſs of the apoſtles in their 
travels ;—finally, to conſider the ſubſequent ſpread of 
the religion. In all theſe ſtages the hiſtory is without a 
parallel, inaſmuch, as it was the prevalency of a doctrine 
depending on a matter of fact, in oppoſition to the pre- 
2 of education, faſhion, and worldly policy. 

P. 246-9. 

If the widely diſproportionate effects which attend the 
preaching of modern miſſionaries of Chriſtianity, in com- 
pariſon with what followed the miniſtry of Chriſt and 
his apoſtles, under circumſtances either alike; or not ſo 
unlike as to accounts for the difference, be duly conſider. 
ed, it will appear reaſonable to conclude, that they poſ- 
ſeſſed means of conviction, which we have not; that they 
had proofs to appeal to, which we want. P. 25061. 
SECT. 
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SECT. III. 


Of the Religion of Mabomet. 


MAHOMETANISM 1 Chriſtianity, i in the 
. rapidity of its progreſs; the recency of its hiſtory ; and 
the prophetic character aſſumed by its author. But there 
are points of difference, which ſeparate the two cales. 
entirely. 

I. Mahomet did not found his pretenſions upon. mi- 
racles, capable of being known, and atteſted by others ; he 
expreſsly diſclaims the power. P. 261. Hence, no cre- 
dit is due to the miraculous ſtories related of Mahomet 
by Abulfeda, who wrote the account 600 years after his 
death; or which are found in the legend of Al. Janabi, 
who came 200 years later. P. 264. Admitting the 
whole of Mahomet's authentic hiſtory as far as was 
witneſled by others, to be true, he might ſtill be an im- 
poſter, or enthuſiaſt, or an union of both: but admit 
almoſt any part of Chriſt's public hiſtory to be true, and 
he muſt have come from God. P. 466. 

Objection. If one religion could make its way with- 
out miracles, why might not another? 

Anſwer. This is not the queſtion. The proper quel- 
tion is, whether a religion, founding itſelf on miracles, 
could ſucceed without any reality to reſt on? As Ma- 
homet did not take this courſe, it may be preſumed very 
difficult, if not impoſſible. He knew the importance of 
miracles by inceſſantly referring to thoſe of Nn 
prophets. P. 267. 

II The eſtabliſhment of Mahomet's religion was af- 
fected by cauſes, which in no degree, appertained to 
the origin of Chriſtianity. 

During the firſt ten years, when Mahomet uſed only 
_ perſuaſion, and confined his exertions to Mecca ; it ap- 
| pears, 


1 68 J 

pears, that he could reckon upon no more converts than 
83 men and 18 women, yet this progreſs was aided by 
the following important advantages: 1. He was the 

nd lon of the moſt honourable and powerful family in 
Mecca. 2. He conducted his defign with great art and 
prudence. 3. The Arabs probably acknowledged one 
ſupreme deity, which, at firſt, was the leading doctrine 
of Mahomet. 4. Mahomet ſeems to have had theſe two 
purpoſes in view, to make converts, and thoſe converts 
ſoldiers, as the following particulars will ſhew. (1.)He 
aſſures the Jews, Chriſtians, and Arabs, that his religion 
had been originally their own. (2.) He never ceaſed 
from deſcribing the future anguiſh of unbelievers. (3.) 
His voluptuous paradife. (4.) The higheſt heavens for 
thoſe who fought his battles, or expended their fortune 
in his cauſe, | (3.) He applied the doctrine of predeſtina- 
tion to fortify the courage of his adherents. (6.) He al- 
lowed a plurality of wives, in compliance with the cli- 
mate of the country. P. 268—79, 

When Mahomet was received into the city of Medina, 
he changed his conduct, pretending that he had received 
a commiſſion to deſtroy infidels, and to ſet up the true 
faith by the ſword. An early victory over a very ſupe- 
rior force eſtabliſhed his renown ; we have, therefore 
from this time nothing left to account for, but, that he 
ſhould be able to collect an army, and that his army 
mould conquer. P. 2803. 

The ſucceſs of Mahometaniſm during this and every 
future period cannot be ſtated in prejudice of the Chri- 
ſtian argument; nor does it ſtand in the way of this im- 
portant concluſion, that the propagation of Chriſtianity, 
in the manner, and under the circumſtances in which it 
was propagated, is an «nique, in the hiſtory of the ſpe- 
cies. A Jewiſh peaſant crochet pts the religion of the 
png P. 285—7. 

PART 


PART THE THIRD. 


A BRIEF CONSIDERATION er SONE POPULAR OBJECTIONS. 


CHAP. I. 
The diſcrepancies between the ſeveral Goſpels. 


A STORY ſhould not be rejected, by reaſon ef ſome 
diverſity of circumſtances with which it is related; for 
the character of human teſtimony is, ſubſtantial truth 
under circumſtantial variety ; but a cloſe agreement in- 
duces ſuſpicion of confederacy, and fraud. Important 
variations, and even contradictions, are not always 
deemed ſufficient to ſhake the credibility of the fact. The 
embaſſy of the Jews to Claudian, Phiſo places in harveſt, 
Joſephus in /eed time. Lord Clarendon ſtates, that the 
Marquis of Argyle was condemned to be hanged, which 
was performed on the ſame day. Four other hiſtorians 
ſay, that he was beheaded upon the Monday, having 
been condemned on the Saturday. This contradiction 
never led a perſon to doubt, whether the Marquis was 
executed or not. Dr. Middleton thought the different 
hours of the day aſſigned to the crucifixion, by John, 
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and the other Evangeliſts, did not admit of reconcile- 


ment. But this does not injure the hiſtory of the prin- 


cipal fact. P. 289—92. 

A great deal of the diſcrepancy ariſes from omiſſion, 
which is always an uncertain ground of objection. Sue- 
tonius, Tacitus, and Dio Caſſius, have all written of 
the reign of Tiberius, and each has omitted many things 
mentioned by the reſt. Theſe diſcrepancies will be 
more numerous, when men do not write hiſtories, but 
memoirs, which, perhaps, is the true name of the goſ- 
pels, (i. e.) when they do not undertake to deliver, in 
the order of time, a regular account of all things of im- 
portance, which the ſubject of the hiſtory did and faid, 
but only ſuch paſſages as were ſuggeſted by their parti- 


cular deſign, at the time of writing. P. 2923, 


CHAP, 
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* car. U. 
Erregeuct apiviens imputedila the Ableben -1 


 0818GFIQNS have been Failed concerning the qup- 
tations of the Old Teſtament, found in. 5 Ne. A th6p: 
are ſaid to be applied contrary. to the ſenſe gf. the. arigh, 
nal. Iii anſwieged, that many of chaſe. quigtations were 
only intended as 4669mmodations, cu 19, writers of 
; all cqyntrieg,, P. 398.  Angther errer imputed. $0 the 
krſt Chriſtians, was the, expeed approach, gf he day, of 
judgment... Similar 40 this, Wag, bein afurance that 

Lahn would, wot die, which, ar kram a mifipgerpretar 
rign, of, our Saxiour's words 5 hence it ig objected, zugt 

admitting. the. falli 92 7 of che, apoſſelie, judgmens, 


on what can we rely? Anſwer. Give me the apgitles? 
teſtimony, and I do not ſtand in need of their judgment; 
give me facts, and I have all that I want. P. 299-30. 
The two following cautions will exclude all uncertainty 
on this head. 

I. To ſeparate what was the object of the apoftolic 
miſſion, and declared by them to be ſo; from what was 
extraneous. Of points clearly extraneous nothing need 
be ſaid. Of. points incidentally connected with it, de- 
moniacal poſſeſſion is one. The doctrine Chriſt did not 
bring into the world. The malady was real, the cure 

was real; the matter of fa& was in either caſe the ſame. 
P. 301. 

II. In reading the * writings, we are to diſtin- 
guiſh between their doctrines, and their arguments. 
The former came to them by revelation, but they were 
wont to ſupport them by ſuch conſiderations as their 
own thoughts ſuggeſted. P. 303, 


WT, 


X CHAP, 
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CHAP. III. 

The comection of Chriſtianity with the Fewifh Hiſtory. 

"CHRBET iffames the divine origin of che Moſaic in- 
ſtitution, and recognizes the 8151257 character of many 

of the antient Jewiſh writers.” aer 3C 07 Biel $15 
Thus far we are bound to go: but we are not to make 
Cgriſtianity anſwErable for the circumſtantial truth of _ 
each ſeparate paſſige in the Old Teſtament. In our 
Saviour's time, the books were unlverſally read by the 
Jews; he and his apoſſies uſed them, and referred to 
them. Vet except where he expreſsly aſcribes à divine 
thority to particular predictions, we cannot, ſtrictly, 
draw any concluſions from the books being fo Wes, 
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N of ack amen” oh 


It is acknowledged, that the pa Aid 
vot produce an univerſal, or even a general conviction 
in the minds of men, of the age and country in which it 
appeared: and this has been called the rejection of the 
Chriſtian ' hiſtory and miracles, mn divides 
erte brag. ae r 129 199 20 

I. As to the Few.” With us there tenen | 
were the mipacles really wrought ? Admitting this, we 
acknowledge the whole. This does not appear to have 
been the caſe with the Jews. John vil. 21-917 exhibits 
the reaſoning of different ſorts of perſons,” upon the ge- 
caſion of a real miracle. The account of Lazarus's re- 
ſurrection is obſervable for the ſame purpoſe.” The 
ſpectators did not perceive, that the works of Jeſus bore 
witneſs tothe truth of his pretenſions. P. 313218. 

In the ninth chap. of John's goſpel; we have a full ac- 
count of the cure of the blind man; à miracle ſubmitted 
to all the ſcrutiny which a ſceptic could propoſe z yet 
the rulers rejected its force; but on the mind of the man 
reſtored, it had its proper and natural operation. P. 319. 

Queſtion, How TOURS ſuch a turn * Ne n. 
with the antient Jews? - o-1 

Anſwer (1.) Their a of « Meſliab, was of 4 
nature totally different, from what the appearance of 
Jeſus beſpoke him to be. (2.) Their perſuaſion of the 
agency of demons in the production of ſupernatural 
effects. The firſt would put them to ſeeking for an ex- 
 cuſe, why they ſhould not receive Jefus in the charac- 
ter he claimed. The other ſupplied ſuch an excuſe. 
Let Chriſt work his miracles, the anſwer 1 he 


OT * by the aſſiſtapce o of demons. R 


194 
II. The infidelity of the'Gentile world is to be reſolv- 
ed, into the contempt they had for Chriſtianity, Dot to 
examination. F. 323. | 
The iſtate: of religibn anzong/the'Greeks, and Ama, 
Hat a tendency: to induce this diſpoſition 3 Chriſtia nity 
ad nothing tu attract their notice; it mixed with, no 
pdlitics t ꝓroduced no fin Writers the nature, 
office; and miniſtry of Jeſus would be alien to their 
conceptions. Its connection with Judaiſm, would injure 
it with the learned Heathen, Who reg ar de Jehovah 
himſfelf:as the id of the Jewiſh{hation ; and this, would 
pretlude:all inguiry. among men of education; which 
actounts allo; for their ſlence on the ſuhject. In this 
manner Chriſtianity was treated by Pliny the younger, 
and by Tacitus. Without inquiry Tacitus diſpotes of 
the whole queſtion, by calling it a “ pernicious ſuperſti- 
tion, alprobt how little he knew, or concerned him 
ſelf about the matter. Read the inſtructions of Paul to 
the Roman converts: ch. xii. - xili. x3. and then judge 
of this pernicidus ſuperſtition, Or take Pliny's deſerip- 
tion of the conduct and principles of this ſect, and then 
call Chriſtianity a pernicious ſuperſtition. P. 32334. 
Upon the words of Tacitus we may build theſe obſer- 
vations. (.) The learned men of that age beheld Chri- 
ſtianity in a diſtant and obſcure view: P. g25«; (2. But 
little reliance can be placed upon the moſt acute judg- 
ments in ſubjects which they are pleaſed to deſpiſe, Had 
not Chriſtianity turvived to tell its own ſtory, it muſt 
have gone down to poſterity as a „ pernicious ſuperſti- 
ion. (3,) This contempt prior to examination, is an 
intellectual vice, from which the greateſt faculties of 
mind are not free. P. 336. (4.) We need not be ſur- 
priſed that many writers of that age did not mention 
Chriſtianity, when thoſe who did, appear to have miſ- 
conceived its nature and character. P. 337. 
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The Heathen public were probably divided into twa 
claſſes ; thoſe who deſpiſed Chriſtianity before hand; 
nd thoſe who received i it. Therefore the writers would 


5. thofe wha were ſilent about Chriſtianity, and thoſe 
who were Chriſtians, ' The notion of magie wus reſort- 
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1 CHAP. V.. ” ; os T1: 


That the a miracles are not recited, or appealed | 
to, by early Chriſtan writers themſelves, fo fully of 
_ frequently as might have been expected. 


I. THIS objection applies to the letters of the Apoſites, 

which are either hortatory, or argumentative. In the 
former there appears no place for more references than 
we find ;—the nature of the argumentative epiſtles ac- 
counts for the infrequency of the alluſions. They were 
not written to prove the truth of Chriſtianity, but to 
fhew its deſegn and effect; and of thoſe effects the value 
and extent. Miraculous evidence muſt be the ground of 
all the epiſtles. P. 342. The apoſtolic epi//les, reſemble 
the apoſtolic ſpeeches. P. 344. Peter, in ſix ſpeeches, 
refers but twice to the miracles of Chriſt; and once to the 
miraculous powers which he himſelf poſſeſſed. Stephen's 
long ſpeech contains no reference to miracles, St. Paul, 
before Feſtus, appeals to Chriſt's reſurrection, and his 
own converſion, to which there are references in his 
epiſtles, and 7hree indubitable references to the miracles 
which he himſelf wrought. Hence the agreement be- 
tween his ſpeeches and letters. 

The miraculous hiſtory was preſuppoſed, and there- 
fore the point which occupied the writer's thoughts 
was this; allowing the hiſtory to be true, ought Jeſus 
to be received as the Meſſiah ; if ſo, what was the object, 
and benefit of his miſſion. P. 3459. * 

II. The ſame obſervations will apply to the writings 
of the Fathers; the ſubject of which they treated, did 
not lead them to any direct recital of the Chriſtian hiſ- 
tory. P. 349. The next claſs of writers is that of the 
Apolog iss, the avowed defenders of Chriſtianity. Qua- 
_ aratus, the moſt antient, appealed to the miracles of 
Chrift, 


— 


3 
Chriſt, in t terms as expreſs as we could deſire. P: r53- 


' Juſtin Martyr aſſerts the performance of miracles by 
Chriſt, in words as ſtrong as language will admit; and; 
alſo aſſigns the reaſon why he had recourfe to the argu- 
ment from prophecy, rather than from miracles, viz. 
that his opponents would aſcribe the latter to magic 
P. 352. Irenæus, and Lactantius notice the ſame evaſion 
in the adverſaries of Chriſtianity. | P. 333 · Similar ob- 
ſervations may be made reſpecting Tertullian. Origen, 
and Jerome; which prove that the miracles of Chriſt 
were appealed to, in their literal ſenſe, by the early 
Ac for A which. 1 is an anſwer to the 
n P. ee 
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VC 2919 1.49 .. CHAP, Vi. vents ls if of 
Want of ebay lee Cate abs drecepiite 
" Chriſtianit) y, _ "ir ea clearmeſ} in the euilence. 
| Aur mort £ 101 ABR mon nat 
OBJECTION. Hrovgiaionidenis from God, n part 
ef the human ſpecies would remain ignorant of it, no 
under ſtanding could fait of being convinced by it. 
Anſwer. The ad vocates of Chriſtianuy do not pre- 
tend chat their religion poſſeſfes theſe qualities; nor do 
mey deny it to haue been within the , compaſs of divine 
power to have co munlcated to the world, a ſtronger 
and more extenſive influence. P. 360 The not having 
more evidence is not, however, a ſufficient reaſon for 
rejecting that which we have. If this diſpenſation la- 
bour under no defects, but what are common to others, 
we are not juſtified in rejecting it. Throughout nature, 
which is a ſyſtem of beneficence, we are ſeldom able to 
make out a ſyſtem of optimi/m. To inquire what the 
Deity might have done, is a mode of reaſoning which 
will not do in natural hiſtory, nor in natural religion, 
and therefore cannot, with ſafety, be applied to revela- 
tion. The general character of the works of nature, is, 
on the one hand, goodneſs in deſign and effect, and on 
the other a liability to difficulty and objections. Chrif- 
tianity participates in the ſame character; nevertheleſs 
the real ſyſtem in both caſes, may be a ſyſtem of ſtrict 
optimiſm, although the proof be hidden from us. P. 3613. 
If Chriſtianity be compared with the ſtate and progreſs 
of natural religion, the objector will gain nothing by the 
compariſon. Natural religion is not univerſal: the ex- 
iſtence of the Deity is not known to all, but it cannot 
be argued, that therefore, he does not exiſt, P. 366, If 
Chriſtianity be regarded as an inſtrument for the melio- 
ration of mankind, i its progreſs reſembles that of other 

cauſes 
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cauſes by which human life is improved; it has put 

things into a train; it may become univerſal; and the 

world may continue in that ſtate ſo long, as that its du - 

ration may bear a vaſt proportion to the time of its par- 

tial influence, P. 367. Beſides, _ 

1. 4rreſiſtable evidence would reſtrain the voluntary 
powers too much, to anſwer the purpoſe of trial, or 


probation. P. 368. 
2. It would leave no place for the admiſſion of internal | 


evidence, which applies itſelf to the knowledge, love, 
and practice of virtue, and which operates in proportion 
to the degree of thoſe qualities, which it finds in the 
perſon whom it addreſles. P. 369. 

3. It may be queſtioned, whether the perfect diſplay 
of a future ſtate, would not make a degree of impreſſion 
upon the mind, incompatible with the duties of * 
P. 372, 7 


1 8% ] 
f - . CHAP. VII. 
De ſuppoſed Effects of Chriſtianity. 
| I᷑ has been contended, that Chriſtianity has had a 
2 bail effect upon public happineſs. P. 375. 
| I. The influence of religion is ſought in a wrong 
place, It is not to be looked for in the councils of 
princes; in the reſolutions of popular aſſemblies ; in the 
conduct of governments towards their ſubjects, of ſove⸗- 
reigns to one another, of conquerors at the head of ar- = 
| mies; topics which fill the page of hiſtory : but it muſt 
| be perceived in the ſilent courſe of private life. The 
ſubſtance of religion is neceſſarily inviſible. Much of 
the influence of Chriſtianity may be felt in times of pub- 
lic diſtreſs. The Chriſtian religion acts upon public 
uſages and inſtitutions, reſpecting war, government, 
marriage, public amuſements, and the ſtate of the —_ 
P. 376—81. 
But the argument depended on is, the benefit of reli- 
gion in private ſtations. It has been the author of virtue 
and happineſs to millions; it hath had a ſenſible influence 
on the public judgment of morals; hence many may be 
kept in order by Chriſtianity who are not Chriſtians, 
But it is not to be appreciated by its temporal effects; its 
influence upon the whole of human exiſtence muſt be 
eſtimated, P. 381—4. | 
II. Chriſtianity is charged with many conſequences 
for which it is not anſwerable. 
Religion has not made perſecuting laws; it is anſwer- 
able for no part of the miſchiefs of perlecution, Had 
there been in the New Teſtament, what there are in the 
Koran, precepts authoriſing coercion, in the propagation 
of religion, the caſe would have been different. If 
Chriſtianity be charged with every miſchief, of which 
it has been the occaſion, though not the motive ; the 
anſwer is, that if malevolent paſſions be there, the 
world will never want occaſions, P. 384—7. 
CHAP. 
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"IN e much depends on the order of our Iqul- 
rles. He who takes up a ſyſtem of Gln, Fe, 
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udice we are 94 in ſome meaſure, introduckd to our 
religious ſtudles; the doctrines of religion come to us 
before the prod, hence perſons of haſty tempers have 
rejected the whole. We ought Hrft to examine the ge, 
neral truth of its principles, and then enquire into its 
doctrines. What is clear in Chriſtianity is fufficiently 
Valuable 7 what is dubious,—unneceſſary, and of ſubor- 
dinate iſportance. P. 390—9. 1 . 
"The truth öf Chriſtänity depends upon its leading 
fakts, and upon them alone. Of theſe we have ſüffitient 
evidence. We have unconteſted and inconteſtible j points 
to which the hiſtory of the human ſpecies hath nothing | 
ſimilar to offer. A Jewiſh peaſant without force, or 
'influence, changed the religion of the world.” After te 
Had, been put to death, his companions afſerted" his ſü- 
, pernatural character, founded on ſupernatural opera- 
tions, and in teſtimony of theſe aſlertions they ſuffered 
perſecution and death. A very few days after this per- 
ſon had been publicly executed, and in the very city 
in which he was buried, theſe his companions declare, 
with one voice, that his body was reſtored to life; in 
this fact they perſiſted, in the face of thoſe who had 
killed him, and who were armed with the whole power 
of the country. As to theſe facts, the Chriſtian ſtory 
| hath never varied; nor has any other ever been ſet up 
in its room, All ſects, in all ages, have concurred in 
| repreſenting theſe facts in this manner. P. 3947. 
” L 2 Theſe 
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Theſe propoſitions. prove the exiſtence of the tranſas- 
tion, The particulars we have from the perſons them- 
ſelves, and their companions, in four books, the au- 
thenticity of which is eſtabliſhed by ſtronger proofs, than 
belong to almoſt any other antient book. They alſo 
bear ſtrong internal evidence of their truth, inaſmuch 
as the writers underſtood the hiſtory, and uſages of the 
times to which they refer. In comparing them with one 
another, we find them varying, ſo as to repel ſuſpicion 
of confederacy, and ſo agreeing under this variety, as to 
ſhew/ they had one real tranſaction for their common 
Youndation. P. 398—400. of 
The four narratives are confined to the. hiſtory of the - 
founder, and end with his miniſtry, The ſtory is car- | 
ried on by a perſon connected with the buſineſs, and the 
ſubſtance is confirmed by a number of original letters, 
written, by a perſon who is the Fine! ſubject of #he 
hiſtory. P. 401. 
The Miracles were not fſeeret, nor momentary, nor 
tentative, nor ambjguous,, nor performed under the 
ſanction of authority, with the ſpectators on their (ide, 
nor in affirmance of tenets already eſtabliſhed. The 
evidence of theſe miracles was contemporary, ;—publiſh- 
ed on the {pot ; involved queſtions of the greateſt mag- 
nitude ;—contradicted fixed prejudices and it required 
from thoſe who accepted it, principles and conduct ex- 
poſed to outrage and perſecution. P. 40g. 
I be event, as might be expected, was noticed in the 
prophetic writings of the Jews; had the conſequences 
been more diſtinctly revealed, it would have cooled 
their ardour for an inſtitution, which was eventually to 
give place to one more perfect. P. 406. 
Ihe great importance of revelation is to be eſtimated 
from the doctrine of a reſurrection from the dead; the 
other 
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other articles of the Chriſtian faith are but adjuncts to 
this; its morality is wiſe, and pure, neither adapted 20 
* ulgar prejudices, nor flattering popular motions, nar 
excuſing eſtabliſhed practices, but calculated to promote 
human happineſs. P. 406. 
The Deity to ix the inſtitution, vouchſafed a miracu- 
lous atteſtation; he then committed its future progreſs to 
the natural means of human communication. In this, 
Chriſtianity is analogous to moſt other proviſions for 
human happineſs. The proviſion is made, and left to 
act according to the laws of a more general ſyſtem, 
P. 408. . : 

Let the conſtant recurrence to our obſervation, of 
contrivance, delign, and wiſdom in the works of na- 
ture, fix upon our minds the belief of a God, and all 
is eaſy, In the counſels of ſuch a being, it is not impro- 
bable that there ſhould be a future ſtate, or that we 
ſhould be acquainted with it. A future ſtate rectiſies eve- 
ry thing; becauſe if moral agents be eventually happy, 
or miſerable, according to their conduct, in the ſtations 
aſſigned them here, it ſeems not very material by what 
rules theſe ſtations are afligned ; it therefore ſolves all 
objections to the divine goodneſs, Nevertheleſs, a higher 
degree of aſſurance was neceſſary than that drawn from 
the light of nature, to overcome the ſhock which the 
ſenſes receive by the appearances of death. Abſtractedly 
conſidered, perhaps, there is no more difficulty in ap- 
prehending the reſurrection of a dead man, than the 
conception of a child, 

Since, however, a future ſtate, and the revelation of 
a future ſtate, are not only perfectly conſiſtent with the 
attributes of God; but alſo remove many difficulties z— - 
ſince there is ſuch a ſtrong body of hiſtorical evidence 
that ſuch a revelation has been communicated, we may 

+. yet 


[4] 
ſet our minds at reſt with the aſſurance, that in the re- 
ſources of creative wiſdom, expedients cannot be wants» 
ed to carry into effect What the Deity bad propoſed.. 
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Nn Pa rrosorhx; ] ed; Edition, greatly enlarged | 
by C. V. Lex Grier. Price Two Shilling | 


3. Narwtat Sins CONSIDERED, in Letters to the 
Rev. T. Rosixsox, of Leiceſter, by BTNTAMIN 
Frowrn; to which are added, Mr. Harr's Letter to 
Mr. Siurox, and Mr. Law's Reflections on War, 
Price Two Shillings and Six-pence. 4 

4. Lrssoxs ASTRONOMICAL AND PniloSopHICAL, for 
the Inſtruction and Amuſement of Youth, by DUR 


 Gxecory, Price Three Shillings in Boards. 


5. A SyLLAnis or Locke's Es8ay ON THE Hunan Ko 
UxpersTanvpinG. Price One Shilling. 


6. An InTropucTioN To ARITAMETIC AND A1crBRAy 


by T. MaxXIxG. Price Six Shillings, in Boards. 


7. A Narrative or THE SUFFERINGS or T. F. 
PALMER, AND W. SK1RVING, DURING A VOYAGE To Nx YW- 
SouTa WaALts, 1794, ON BOARD THE SURPRISE TRANSTORT, 
by Taomas Frsnr PALMER, B. A. LATE SENIOR FELLOW 
of Qurxx's coLLEGE, CamBrinct. Second Edition, 


Price 18. 6d, 20 Mas! Dt 
8. The Hisrorv and Mrsrexy of Good. Friday, by the 


late R. Rozinzox, of Cambridge, A new Edition, 
Price Six-pence. 


9. RzMagxs on Dr. Kiyuino* s PREFACE To Brza; 


by Taomas Epwarps, LI. p. Part * IF 28. Part 2d, 


price 6d, 


10. Tur Rienr To Lirr, A Verſification of Mr, 
Ramſden's extraordinary ſermon on that ſubject. By 
Humyazty Honacr Eſq. Price one Shilling. 


It. Tarze LETTERS To TRE BisnoP or LLANDAFF, by 


W. Buroox, Eſq. Price One Shilling, 


CL 


